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With the Capitol in the background. 
Thanksgiving travelers come and 
go at Union Station in Washington, 
Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2011. Holiday 
travel got off to a soggy start in 
parts of the U.S. Wednesday as 
millions of Americans undeterred by 
costlier gas and airfare set out for 
Thanksgiving celebrations, but few 
major problems were reported. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 
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Family travel for Thanksgiving thrives in 2011 



Cars fill the highway, Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2011, in San Diego. About 42.5 million people are 
expected to travel over Thanksgiving, the highest number since the start of the recession, 
according to a recent study. 

(AP Photo/Gregory Bull) 


Continued from Front 


NOMAAN MERCHANT 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Unde¬ 
terred by costlier gas and 
airfare, millions of Ameri¬ 
cans set out Wednesday 
to see friends and family 
in what is expected to be 
the nation’s busiest Thanks¬ 
giving weekend since the 
financial meltdown more 
than three years ago. 

The rough economy led 
people to find ways to save 
money, but many refused 
to scrap their travel plans. 
“We wouldn’t think of miss¬ 
ing it,” said Bill Curtis, a re¬ 
tiree from Los Angeles who 
was with his wife at Bob 
Hope Airport in Burbank, 
California. “Family is im¬ 
portant and we love the 
holiday. So we cut corners 
other places so we can af¬ 
ford to travel.” 

About 42.5 million people 
are expected to hit the 
road or take to the skies 
for Thanksgiving this year, 
according to travel track¬ 
er AAA. That’s the highest 
number of travelers since 


the start of the recession at 
the end of 2007. 

Heavy rain slowed down 
early travelers along the 
East Coast. Snow across 
parts of New England and 
upstate New York made 
for treacherous driving and 


thousands of power out¬ 
ages. And a mudslide cov¬ 
ered train tracks in the Pa¬ 
cific Northwest. But most of 
the U.S. is expected to have 
clear weather Thursday. 

For many travelers, it was a 
smooth, if more expensive. 


trip. The average round-trip 
airfare for the top 40 U.S. 
routes is $212, up 20 per¬ 
cent from last year. Tickets 
on most Amtrak train routes 
have climbed slightly, and 
drivers are paying an aver¬ 
age $3.33 a gallon (88 cents 


a liter), or 16 percent more 
than last year, according 
to AAA. 

Jake Pagel, a waiter from 
Denver, was flying to see 
his girlfriend’s family in San 
Jose, California. Pagel said 
had to give up working 
during one of the restau¬ 
rant industry's busiest and 
most profitable times. 

“I think it’s something you 
can't quantify in terms of 
monetary cost,” he said. “I 
mean, being able to spend 
quality time with your fam¬ 
ily is fairly significant.” 

Most travelers — about 
90 percent, according to 
AAA — were expected to 
hit the road. 

John Mahoney acknowl¬ 
edged the economy has 
changed the way he trav¬ 
els, which is why he and his 
girlfriend slept in their car 
instead of getting a motel 
room when a heavy, wet 
snowstorm flared up along 
the New York State Thru¬ 
way during their 20-hour 
drive from New Hampshire 
to St. Louis. 

“Americans will still do what 
Americans do. We travel 
the roads," he said. □ 
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White house turkeys pardoned 



HELENE C. COOPER 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - A presi¬ 
dent’s work is never done. 

In an eight-minute tour- 
de-force Wednesday, 
President Barack Obama 
spared the lives of two tur¬ 
keys, sentenced another 
two to die and delivered a 


punch to his press corps. 
First, the lives saved: 
Obama pardoned two 
turkeys - named Liberty 
and Peace - in the annual 
White House rite of passage 
that takes place the day 
before Thanksgiving. With 
his daughters Malia and 
Sasha watching, the presi¬ 


dent, clearly enjoying him¬ 
self, bragged about how 
“some of you may know 
that recently I’ve been tak¬ 
ing a series of executive 
actions that don’t require 
congressional approval.” 
“Well, here's another one,” 
he said, as Liberty the tur¬ 
key looked on (Peace was 



^ President Barack Obama with his daughters, Sasha, right, 
and Malia, left, speaks during a ceremony at the White 
House in Washington, on Nov. 23, 2011. Obama pardoned 
Liberty (below), the 64th National Thanksgiving Turkey, on 
Wednesday. 


nowhere to be seen). “We 
can’t wait to pardon these 
turkeys. Literally. Otherwise 
they’d end up next to the 
mashed potatoes and stuff¬ 
ing.” But then he fecklessly 
pivoted to condemning 
two more. “Later today, Mi¬ 
chelle, Malia and I will also 
be taking two unnamed 
turkeys, who weren’t so 
lucky, to a local food bank 
here in D.C. that helps those 


in need,” Obama said. So 
what about the swipe at 
the media? Obama joked 
that Liberty and Peace had 
been undergoing media 
training so that they would 
be ready to face the White 
House press corps. Included 
in that training, the presi¬ 
dent offered up: “Learning 
how to gobble without re¬ 
ally saying anything.” 
OuchO 
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Yemen’s leader signs deal to yield power 



Protesters celebrate after hearing the news of President Ali Abdullah Saleh’s resignation, in Sanaa, 
Yemen, Nov. 23, 2011. After months of street protests calling for him to step down, Saleh signed 
an agreement Wednesday immediately transferring power to his vice president. 

(Samuel Aranda/The New York Times) 



A young boy, whose face is painted with the Yemen flag, at a 
demonstration calling for President Ali Abdullah Saleh to step 
down, in Sanaa, Yemen. After months of street protests calling 
for his resignation, Saleh signed an agreement Wednesday, 
Nov. 23, immediately transferring power to his vice president. 

(Samuel Aranda/The New York Times) 


KAREEM FAHIM 
LAURA KASINOF 
© 2011 New York Times 

Kareem Fahim reported 
from Sanaa, and Laura Ka- 
sinof from Greencastle, Pa. 
Rick Gladstone contributed 
reporting from New York. 
SANAA, Yemen - After 
months of street protests 
calling for his resignation. 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh signed an agree¬ 
ment Wednesday that Ye¬ 
meni officials said immedi¬ 
ately transferred power to 
his vice president. 

The agreement effectively 
ends Saleh's 33 years of au¬ 
thoritarian rule, making him 
the fourth leader forced 
from power by the Arab 
Spring revolts that have 
roiled the Middle East and 
North Africa. But it is un¬ 
likely to restore calm any¬ 
time soon to a country that 
has become increasingly 
important to the United 
States as Islamist militants 
have gained a stronger 
hold there. The unity gov¬ 
ernment that is expected 
to take over in the coming 
days or weeks will face not 
only insurgencies that have 
grown more entrenched 
during months of turmoil 
but also festering tribal di¬ 
visions and the likelihood 
of continued protests from 
young demonstrators un¬ 
satisfied with Wednesday’s 
deal. The deal, signed in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, al¬ 
lows Saleh to retain his title 
and certain privileges until 
elections are held in three 
months and grants him im¬ 
munity from prosecution. It 
was unclear when, and if, 
the president intended to 
return to Yemen. 


Saleh’s signing of the deal, 
after months of stalling, ap¬ 
peared to take many Ye¬ 
menis and diplomats in Ye¬ 
men by surprise. 


Saleh had resisted sign¬ 
ing similar agreements to 
step down in the past sev¬ 
eral months, sometimes 
appearing close and then 


backing off. 

Although the signing was 
the first time he actually 
agreed to give up formal 
authority, it is unclear how 
big a political presence 
that Saleh hopes to main¬ 
tain or how Yemen might 
overcome its many divi¬ 
sions. His family members 
retain powerful posts in the 
military and intelligence 
service, and Saleh, a politi¬ 
cal survivor, has figured out 
ways to hang on to control 
when he has been threat¬ 
ened in the past. 
Abdul-Ghani al-lryani, a Ye¬ 
meni political analyst and 
the head of a nonpartisan 
group that campaigns for 
democracy, said few peo¬ 
ple thought the agreement 
signaled the end of Saleh's 
political ambitions. “He fig¬ 


ures the rest of the maneu¬ 
vering can be kept for after 
the signing,” al-lryani said. 
Saleh appears to have 
made his move in large 
part because world pow¬ 
ers - increasingly frustrat¬ 
ed with his intransigence 
- were threatening sanc¬ 
tions, probably including 
some targeting him and his 
family. 

“He was afraid he would 
lose his fortune," said a 
high-ranking Yemeni of¬ 
ficial who spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
of the sensitivity of the infor¬ 
mation. 

Saleh and his family are be¬ 
lieved to have hundreds of 
millions of dollars in bank 
accounts and real estate in 
both the United States and 
Europe. 

It is also possible that Saleh 
might have also feared the 
imposition of a travel ban. 
At the United Nations, 
Ban Ki-moon, the secre¬ 
tary-general, told report¬ 
ers Wednesday that Saleh 
had informed him in a tele¬ 
phone conversation that 
he planned to travel to 
New York for medical treat¬ 
ment after leaving Riyadh. 
The Yemeni leader was seri¬ 
ously wounded June 3 in a 
bomb attack on his presi¬ 
dential palace and spent 
months convalescing in 
Saudi Arabia before he re¬ 
turned home in September. 
Ban did not specify what 
kind of treatment Saleh ex¬ 
pected to receive. 

The Obama administra¬ 
tion, which has been pres¬ 
suring Saleh to sign the 
agreement, welcomed his 
acceptance of the power- 
transfer deal. □ 
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Opening day for holiday 
shopping shows divide 


STEPHANIE CLIFFORD 
© 2011 New York Times 

As the busiest retail week¬ 
end of the year begins late 
Thursday night, the differ¬ 
ences between how af¬ 
fluent and more ordinary 
Americans shop in the un¬ 
certain economy will be on 
unusually vivid display. 
Budget-minded shoppers 
will be racing for bargains 
at ever-earlier hours while 
the rich mostly will not be 
bothering to leave home. 
Toys R Us, Wal-Mart, Macy’s, 
Kohl's, Best Buy and Target 
will start their Black Friday 
sales earlier than ever - at 
9 and 10 p.m. in some in¬ 


dove, chairman and chief 
executive of Saks. 

In the third quarter, for in¬ 
stance, Saks reduced the 
length of an annual sale to 
three days from four and 
excluded the high-margin 
category of cosmetics from 
another regular sale. 

Retail analysts are expect¬ 
ing a decent holiday sea¬ 
son, with many estimat¬ 
ing that sales will increase 
about 3 percent over last 
year's figures, with contribu¬ 
tions from shoppers across 
income levels. Yet the Fri¬ 
day after Thanksgiving, the 
kickoff to the highest-reve- 
nue weeks for stores, is ex¬ 


“The women who are shop¬ 
ping the fourth floor at Saks 
are not Black Friday shop¬ 
pers,” he said. 

Still, a deal is a deal. High- 
end consumers and the 
people racing for the Black 
Friday special on $9.44 
blenders at Wal-Mart con¬ 
tinue to have at least one 
thing in common: They 
know hot holiday products 
go quickly. 

For that reason, lines out¬ 
side some Best Buy stores 
began forming Wednes¬ 
day morning (the chain 
will sell a limited number 
of $500 high-definition tele¬ 
visions for $200 starting at 



Shoppers browse at Saks Fifth Avenue in New York. Bargain hunters are expected to race for 
deals at retail stores on Black Friday, while the well-to-do will mostly not be bothering to leave 
home. 

(Michael Falco/The New York Times) 


stances - with dirt-cheap 
offers intended to secure 
their customers' limited dol¬ 
lars. A half day later, on Fri¬ 
day morning, higher-end 
stores like Neiman Marcus, 
Saks Fifth Avenue and Nor¬ 
dstrom will open with only a 
sprinkling of sales. 

The low-end and midrange 
retailers are risking low mar¬ 
gins as they cut prices to 
attract shoppers, while ex¬ 
ecutives at luxury stores say 
that they are actually able 
to sell more at full price 
than in recent boom years. 
‘'We're now into a less pro¬ 
motional environment than 
we were before the reces¬ 
sion," said Stephen I. Sa- 


pected to lay bare the in¬ 
creasingly parallel universes 
of retailing in America, the 
analysts said. 

“Those in a more modest 
income situation are the 
people who are going to 
the Wal-Marts and the Best 
Buys and the Targets at 8, 
9, 10, 11 p.m. with little kids 
in tow because they can’t 
afford a baby sitter,” said 
Craig Johnson, president of 
Customer Growth Partners, 
a retail consultant firm. “It's 
a very unpleasant shopping 
experience, frankly, for a lot 
of people.” 

Meanwhile, many afflu¬ 
ent shoppers will avoid the 
scene altogether, he said. 


midnight Thursday). And 
Neiman Marcus sold out of 
pewter-color Ferraris (lug¬ 
gage set matching the in¬ 
terior included) at $395,000 
each within 50 minutes of 
making 10 of them avail¬ 
able through its “fantasy” 
holiday catalog late last 
month. 

Analysts said that luxury 
stores had outpaced dis¬ 
count and midtier stores in 
sales growth at stores open 
at least a year for most of 
2011. Yet, all U.S. consumers 
were still showing surprising¬ 
ly strong spending patterns, 
and they expected that to 
hold going into the holiday 
season. □ 



In an undated handout photo, the Nieman Marcus edition 
of the 2012 Ferrari FF, which the catalog sold all ten of within 
50 minutes of being offered at $395,000. Here’s hoping the 
Thanksgiving meal preparation goes smoothly, because if 
you’re hitting the Black Friday sales, you need time to plan 
your attack. 

(Neiman Marcus via The New York Times) 

Hitting the malls or shopping 
online, here’s a plan of attack 

Suzanne S. Brown 
© The New York Times 2011 

Flere's hoping the Thanksgiving meal preparation goes 
smoothly, because if you're hitting the Black Friday sales, 
you need time to plan your attack. 

One in four Americans will visit the mall Friday or over the 
weekend, and 19 percent will be shopping from mobile 
phones or getting sales alerts from their favorite stores via 
such sources as Facebook, says Sue Perry, the deputy 
editor for ShopSmart magazine, a division of Consumer 
Reports. 

“Yes, it’s a shopping frenzy,” Perry says, “but on the other 
hand, it's good for consumers because both stores and 
online retailers want your business.” 

So badly do they want your business that many have 
been offering deals all week long. Some - such as Kmart 

— are open during the day on Thursday or opening Thurs¬ 
day night as early as 9 p.m. 

Wherever and whenever you shop. Perry says to visit web¬ 
sites to see what doorbusters the stores are planning, and 
research whether or not prices are as good as they’re 
made out to be. 

The websites bfads.net, blackfriday.info, blackfriday .com 
and blackfriday.gottadeal.com are recommended by 
Consumer Reports. “These will tell you what’s on sale now, 
what’s a Friday doorbuster, what’s coming later,” Perry 
says. 

“For example. Best Buy is having a pre-sale this week, of¬ 
fering a Toshiba laptop for $329. It has a Friday doorbuster 
for a $300 Samsung. They’re similar, so you have to de¬ 
cide if you want to buy it now or wait and try to grab the 
one for $300.” 

When the brand matters or you're looking fora must-have 
item such as a specific toy or video game, check prices 
on a website like pricegrabber.com to see who's offering 
the best deal. Perry suggests. 

Sign up to get e-mails and sales alerts from your favorite 
retailers. “Stores are reaching out to those who are shop¬ 
ping with their phones and timing those deals for when 
people are standing in line,” she says. “There’s huge com¬ 
petition out there and lots of price wars, so if you don't 
find it at one place, go to another.” 

In the thrill of the deal, some people also forget to read 
the fine print, so remember to: 

— Check return policies 

Black Friday specials might be final sale and can’t be re¬ 
turned. Others might have a shortened return time or al¬ 
low for only an exchange or merchandise credit rather 
than a refund. There also can be a re-stocking fee. 

— Check the warranty,Q 
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College leader under fire for pepper-spray 


JUDY LIN 
TERENCE CHEA 
Associated Press 
DAVIS, California (AP) — 

Linda Katehi was a col¬ 
lege student in Greece 
in 1973 when the govern¬ 
ment used guns and tanks 
to crack down on campus 
demonstrations against mil¬ 
itary rule. 

Thirty-eight years later, the 
Greek-born chancellor of 
the University of California, 
Davis is fighting calls for 
her resignation following a 
crackdown on student pro¬ 
testers who set up an Oc¬ 
cupy camp on campus. 
The school’s first female 
chancellor has found her¬ 
self in the middle of a na¬ 
tional debate over police 
use of pepper spray to 
subdue protesters and the 
way colleges balance free 
speech and public safety. 
Katehi, 57, has come un¬ 
der intense pressure after 
viral online videos showed 
police officers dousing a 
row of protesters with pep¬ 
per spray as they sat pas¬ 


sively on the ground with 
their arms linked. Youtube 
videos of Friday’s incident 
have been watched mil¬ 
lions of times. 

“I want to unequivocally 
apologize to the entire 
community for the appall¬ 
ing use of pepper spray,” 
Katehi told students at a 
meeting Tuesday. “I will do 
everything in my power to 
make sure nothing like that 
ever happens again." 
Katehi declined a request 
to be interviewed by The 
Associated Press. She has, 
however, publicly said she 
was horrified when she 
watched videos of a police 
officer casually spraying 
protesters who could be 
heard screaming. 

Katehi has placed the 
campus police chief and 
two pepper-spraying of¬ 
ficers on administrative 
leave. She also asked pros¬ 
ecutors to drop charges 
against nine students who 
were arrested, and said the 
school would reimburse stu¬ 
dents for medical expenses 


Prosecutors seek 4-year 
sentence for Jackson doc 

LINDA DEUTSCH 
AP Special Correspondent 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Prosecutors who depicted Michael 
Jackson's doctor as remorseless for the superstar's death 
urged a judge Wednesday to sentence him to four years 
in prison, while a defense lawyer said Dr. Conrad Murray 
is in a prison of self-punishment and should receive pro¬ 
bation. The opposing sentencing memos were filed in ad¬ 
vance of Dr. Conrad Murray’s sentencing hearing Tues¬ 
day. He has been in jail since he was convicted Nov. 7 of 
involuntary manslaughter for Jackson’s fatal overdose of 
the anesthetic propofol. 

Prosecutors David Walgren and Deborah Brazil wrote that 
Murray has shown no remorse for Jackson's death and 
has placed blame on others, including Jackson himself. 
They cited a series of post-trial media interviews with Mur¬ 
ray that they submitted to Superior Court Judge Michael 
Pastor on a DVD. 

In one excerpt, Murray states, “I don’t feel guilty because 
I did not do anything wrong.” 

“Finally, the defendant consistently blames the victim for 
his own death,” said the prosecution brief, “even going so 
far as to characterize himself as being ‘entrapped’ by the 
victim and as someone who suffered a ‘betrayal’ at the 
hands of the victim.” 

Defense attorney Nareg Gourjian, citing letters of praise 
from Murray's former patients, said: “There is no question 
that the death of his patient, Mr. Jackson, was uninten¬ 
tional and an enormous tragedy for everyone affected. 
Dr. Murray has been described as a changed, grief-strick¬ 
en man, who walks around under a pall of sadness since 
the loss of his patient, Mr. Jackson.” 

Gourjian said Murray will never stop punishing himself over 
Jackson's loss and, “In effect, he will be serving a form of 
life sentence. □ 



A unidentified person at the Occupy UC Davis encampment, 
uses her cellphone to photograph University of California - Da¬ 
vis Chancellor Linda Katehi, left, at a gathering of students and 
supporters on the campus in Davis, Calif.. Students have been 
calling for Katehi's resignation after an incident Friday where 
students were peppered sprayed by campus police and 10 
were taken into custody. 

(AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli) 


related to the incident. 

At her request, UC Presi¬ 
dent Mark Yudof has ap¬ 
pointed former Los Angeles 
police chief William Bratton 
to conduct an indepen¬ 
dent investigation of the 
incident. The 10-campus 
UC system also plans to re¬ 
evaluate police protocols 
for handling campus pro¬ 
tests. 

During Tuesday’s meeting 
with about 1,000 students, 
Katehi said she had only di¬ 
rected police to take down 
tents that anti-Wall Street 
protesters had erected on 
the campus quad. 

“My instructions were for 
no arrests and no police 
force," she said. “I explicitly 
directed the chief of police 
that violence should be 
avoided at all costs. ”□ 
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Sandusky lawyer says 2 new abuse claims unfounded 




Att’y: NYC terror case 
informant has legal woe 


JENNIFER PELTZ 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A con¬ 
fidential informant who 
helped build a terror case 
against a man charged 
with crafting homemade 
bombs to attack post offic¬ 
es and police stations has 
legal trouble of his own, the 
terror suspect's new lawyer 
said Tuesday. A person fa¬ 
miliar with the matter said 
it was a minor marijuana 
charge. Attorney Lori Co¬ 
hen said she’d been ap¬ 
pointed to represent terror 
suspect Jose Pimentel, an 
American who authorities 


have described as an al- 
Qaida sympathizer arrest¬ 
ed as he pieced together 
a pipe bomb in the infor¬ 
mant's apartment. Pimen¬ 
tel initially was represented 
by a Legal Aid Society law¬ 
yer, but Cohen said she 
was told Legal Aid had rep¬ 
resented the informant in 
an unspecified other case, 
creating a conflict of inter¬ 
est. The informant’s case is 
“a low-level marijuana ar¬ 
rest,” a person familiar with 
the matter told The Associ¬ 
ated Press on condition of 
anonymity because the 
information hadn’t been 


made public. Pimentel 
and the informant smoked 
marijuana together during 
the investigation, accord¬ 
ing to two other people 
briefed on the probe. They 
also spoke Tuesday on the 
condition of anonymity to 
discuss matters not made 
public. The change of law¬ 
yers came after Pimen¬ 
tel expressed reservations 
about his representation. Pi¬ 
mentel said he didn’t want 
to be represented by his Le¬ 
gal Aid lawyer, Joseph Za- 
blocki, the attorney told a 
judge at Pimentel's arraign¬ 
ment Sunday. Q 


jump on the bandwagon," 
Amendola said. He said the 
accusations, should they 
result in charges, would be 
vigorously contested. “We’ll 
defend those if and when 
they become charges,” 
Amendola told the AP in a 
phone interview Wednes¬ 
day. “We’ll defend those 
just like we're defending the 
other charges.” Sandusky, 
67, is charged with sexually 
abusing eight boys, some 
on campus. He has said he 
showered with some boys 
but never sexually abused 
them. College football in 
the U.S. is highly popular. 
The scandal has shaken the 
reputation of a college pro¬ 
gram that long had prided 
itself on integrity in an envi¬ 
ronment where the profits 
of endorsements and tele¬ 
vision deals have led some 
schools to compromise 
academics and the law it¬ 
self. The Patriot-News news¬ 
paper of Harrisburg has re¬ 


ported that the pair of new 
claims were brought within 
the last two months. Law¬ 
yers for two other people 
arrested earlier this month 
as a result of a grand jury 
investigation into allega¬ 
tions against Sandusky are 
asking prosecutors to turn 
over material to help them 
prepare for a preliminary 
hearing next month. Attor¬ 
neys for Penn State athletic 
director Tim Curley and for¬ 
mer university vice presi¬ 
dent Gary Schultz wrote to 
state prosecutors Tuesday 
asking for grand jury testi¬ 
mony and other informa¬ 
tion related to their cases. 
They both faces charges of 
perjury and failure to prop¬ 
erly report suspected child 
abuse; they maintain their 
innocence. 

The request appears to be 
a long shot, since such dis¬ 
closures aren’t required so 
early in a case’s trajectory. 

□ 


GENARO C. ARMAS 
MARK SCOLFORO 
Associated Press 
STATE COLLEGE, 
Pennsylvania (AP) — A 
former Penn State univer¬ 
sity assistant football coach 
accused of molesting boys 
for more than 15 years fac¬ 
es two new claims of child 
sexual abuse, but both are 
unfounded, his lawyer told 
The Associated Press on 
Wednesday. 

Attorney Joseph Amendo¬ 
la said one claim against 
Jerry Sandusky stemmed 
from a Sandusky family dis¬ 
pute, and he character¬ 
ized the other as an ex¬ 
ample of people trying to 


Former Penn State football defensive coordinator Gerald “Jerry” 
Sandusky sits in a car as he leaves the office of Centre County 
Magisterial District Judge Leslie A. Dutchcot in State College, 

Pa. 

(AP Photo/The Patriot-News, Andy Colwell, File) 


mimic other allegations. 
“That doesn't surprise 
me because we believe 
there would be a number 
of copycat allegations, 
people who really maybe 
not even had direct con¬ 
tact with Jerry but ... try to 
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Texas town votes to keep extended drinking hours 


MANNY FERNANDEZ 
© 2011 New York Times 

GUN BARREL CITY, Texas - 
The U.S. political divide is 
often characterized as red 
versus blue. But some of 
the most intense political 
battles in small-town Texas 
are fought on a far older di¬ 
vision: wet versus dry. 

To many residents of this 
East Texas town that has 
long been caught up in the 
folklore of the Wild West, 
Mayor Dennis R. Wood has 
the worst sort of drinking 
problem. 

He has a problem with the 
culture of drinking. Late- 
night drinking in particular. 
Wood tried to stop the 
town from allowing restau¬ 
rants to serve alcohol until 
2 a.m. on the weekends, a 
campaign that has put his 
political future in jeopardy 
and has cost him friend¬ 
ships, City Council support 
and about $1,000 in local 
newspaper ads and signs. 
What happened in Gun 
Barrel City was about a 
simple matter - five extra 
hours of drinking per week. 
But it was also about much 
more: God, jobs, politics, 
chain restaurants and diner 
disputes, all in a friendly little 
town that happens to have 
a two-pistol logo above 
the doors of City Hall. 

The mayor and his support¬ 
ers, many of whom attend 
the same Baptist church, 
believe that the move to 
extend late-night drinking 
will lead to an increase in 
drunken-driving arrests and 


contribute to the “moral 
decline” of the town of 
5,672. His opponents be¬ 
lieve Wood and his pastor 
were imposing their anti¬ 
alcohol religious views on 
a place with no shortage 
of bars and drive-through 
liquor stores. 

But the real issue for many 
residents was not booze 
but Applebee's, which 
vowed to open a restau¬ 
rant in Gun Barrel City 
when the drinking hours 
were extended. The mayor 
said that he had nothing 
against Applebee's, but 
that he opposed the ex¬ 
tension of drinking hours on 
moral grounds. 

Residents have called for 
Wood to step down, but 
instead he plans on run¬ 


ning for re-election. Two 
members of the City Coun¬ 
cil who had attended 
Wood’s church now wor¬ 
ship elsewhere on Sundays. 
Relations may never be 
the same between patrons 
of the Huddle House diner 
and a bar called Rita’s 
Club, although the two 
are separated by just nine- 
tenths of a mile. 

The diner’s general man¬ 
ager, Linda Whitworth, sup¬ 
ported the mayor; the bar's 
co-owner, Rob Rea, did 
not. One day last month, 
following a brief exchange 
at the Huddle House cash 
register, Whitworth called 
the police, accusing Rea 
of misdemeanor assault af¬ 
ter he shook her hand too 
hard and too long as they 



The city limits of Gun Barrel City, Texas. A battle between the 
mayor and City Council over allowing late-night alcohol sales 
on weekends ended with a vote in favor of the sales, but with 
the town still divided. 

(Rex C. Curry/The New York Times) 



Rob Rea, owner of Rita’s, a private club in Gun Barrel City, Tex¬ 
as, supports the late night sale of alcohol. A battle between the 
mayor and City Council over allowing late-night alcohol sales 
on weekends ended with a vote in favor of the sales, but with the 
town still divided. 

(Rex C. Curry/The New York Times) 


debated the merits of late- 
night drinking in Gun Barrel 
City. 

Wood and Rea, like many 
Texans on opposite sides of 
the wet-dry debate, live in 
different worlds. 

One recent afternoon. 
Wood, 57, an accountant, 
sat in his office, a South¬ 
ern Baptist Convention 
resolution from 2006, urging 
Southern Baptists to support 
legislation curbing alcohol 
use, on the desk in front of 
him. 

“There’s no reason to drink 
between midnight and 2 
a.m.,” he said. 

“It just creates more prob¬ 
lems than profits. When 
they leave, they're going 
to be a little more intoxicat¬ 
ed than if they would have 
left at midnight.” 

Nearby in Rita's Club, Rea, 
46, sat at a booth inside 
his dimly lit bar, a stack of 
cash on his left, a bottle of 
Budweiser on his right and 
a piece of advice posted 
overhead reading, 

“Love your enemy, but 
keep your gun oiled." He 
spent nine years on the ro¬ 
deo circuit but now works 
as a bail bondsman (“You 
Ring, We Spring," read his 
business cards). 

Between puffs of a ciga¬ 
rette and sips of his Bud, 
he denied he did anything 
wrong at the Huddle House 
that day and said he saw 
the effort to stop late-night 
drinking in restaurants as 
anti-business and anti- 
American. □ 
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With dream in reach, Egypt’s Brotherhood stumbles 


Israel girding for 
possible trouble 
for Egypt pact 

JOSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel ex¬ 
pects a “grave erosion” in 
its peace agreement with 
Egypt and is even prepar¬ 
ing for the possibility of the 
historic deal collapsing alto¬ 
gether, a Cabinet minister 
said Wednesday, in the first 
official assessment of the un¬ 
rest rocking Israel's southern 
neighbor. 

The comments by Matan Vil- 
nai, the minister for civil de¬ 
fense and a retired military 
general, reflected the gov¬ 
ernment’s grave concerns 
that Egypt's Muslim Broth¬ 
erhood could make major 
gains and even win elec¬ 
tions in Egypt that begin next 
week. 

“The picture is quite clear. 
We've been saying it for 
months. Apparently what we 
call the Muslim Brotherhood 
... will ultimately be the ma¬ 
jority in all the (Egyptian) in¬ 
stitutions,” Vilnai told Israel’s 
Army Radio station. 

The Brotherhood is the most 
organized political group in 
Egypt and it is widely expect¬ 
ed to make a strong showing 
in the election. 

Estimates of how much of 
parliament it will win have 
ranged from 20 percent to 
nearly 50 percent. 

Other Islamic fundamental¬ 
ist parties are also running, 
raising the possibility that 
they could form a majority, 
though there are also divi¬ 
sions among the religious 
parties. 

But amid Egypt’s stormy poli¬ 
tics, it is unclear how much 
leeway the Brotherhood will 
have after elections. □ 


LEE KEATH 
MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — For months, 
Egypt’s Muslim Brother¬ 
hood has focused single- 
mindedly on this moment 
— parliamentary elec¬ 
tions beginning Monday 
that the fundamental¬ 
ist group is expected to 
dominate. Now it may 
be a pyrrhic victory. The 
Brotherhood stayed on 
the sidelines of this week’s 
protests by secular liberal 
groups demanding the 
country’s military rulers 
step down, hurting its im¬ 
age among key sectors 
of the Egyptian public 
who accuse the group of 
siding with the generals 
and selling out democ¬ 
racy demands to gain 
power.By staying out of 
the protests, “the Brother¬ 
hood has made it clear 
that they want elections 
because they want the 
seat of power, no matter 
what that seat looks like,” 
said Abdel-Jalil el-Shar- 
noubi, who once headed 
the Brotherhood's web¬ 
site until he quit the group 
earlier this year in frustra¬ 
tion with its leadership. 
Ever since the Feb. 11 fall 
of autocratic leader Flos- 
ni Mubarak, fears have 
been growing among 
some Egyptians that the 
country would take a 
strong turn toward Islam¬ 
ic fundamentalism. The 
Brotherhood was long re¬ 
pressed under Mubarak 
but it built up Egypt’s larg¬ 
est and most disciplined 
political organization, 
with tens of thousands 
of members around the 
country, as well as a net¬ 


work of charities providing 
food, money and medi¬ 
cal care to the poor. They 
have been campaigning 
furiously for months, while 


liberal, leftist and secular 
parties that arose since 
Mubarak’s fall have been 
disorganized and divided, 
struggling to build up their 
national presence. 

But the group's popularity 
has limits. Particularly, even 
many Egyptians who have 
no problem with greater 
religious conservatism in 
public life are suspicious 
that the Brotherhood is too 
authoritarian in its ways 
and too eager to rule. For 
that reason, the blow to 
the Brotherhood reputa¬ 
tion stings, undermining the 
image it has pushed hard 


in its election campaign 
that it is a trustworthy, pi¬ 
ous group that — as their 
slogan declares — “brings 
good for Egypt.” 


The explosion of protests 
against the military, which 
stepped in to rule when 
Mubarak fell, pushed 
the Brotherhood into a 
corner. Activists accuse 
the generals of acting 
as much the dictators as 
Mubarak and seeking to 
retain power. The pro¬ 
tests, which began Satur¬ 
day, have only grown as 
security forces try to sup¬ 
press them, killing nearly 
40 people even as the 
crowds have swollen to 
tens of thousands. The 
Brotherhood refused to 
join the rally out of fear 


they would swell out of con¬ 
trol and delay the elections. 
On Tuesday, the Brother¬ 
hood and several smaller 
parties met with the gener¬ 
als of the Supreme Council 
of the Armed Forces and 
agreed to a compromise. 
Under the deal, the military 
would form a new interim 
civilian government, par¬ 
liamentary elections would 
go ahead on schedule, but 
presidential elections would 
be moved up to the end of 
June, after which the military 
would step aside. Protesters 
rejected the deal, demand¬ 
ing the generals surrender 
power immediately. 

The damage from staying 
out of Tahrir may not be 
heavy enough to set back 
the Brotherhood's election 
showing, given its power¬ 
ful campaign machine. In 
one possible scenario, the 
violence in Cairo’s Tahrir 
Square and in cities around 
the country could even ben¬ 
efit it. If turmoil reduces turn¬ 
out at the polls, the Broth¬ 
erhood's results could be 
inflated because its support¬ 
ers are the most organized 
and will cast ballots in large 
numbers no matter what. 

But the chaos will under¬ 
mine the legitimacy of the 
vote, and the parliament 
that emerges will have a 
deeply damaged mandate. 
Many liberals already say 
the parliament won't be 
truly representative. Even if 
the Brotherhood and other 
Islamic parties gain the larg¬ 
est bloc or majority, they will 
have a difficult time pushing 
through any agenda at a 
time when divisions among 
all Egypt's factions have 
been enflamed by the past 
week’s violence. □ 



Protesters gather in Tahrir Square in Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday, 
Nov. 23, 2011. Egyptian police are clashing with anti-govern¬ 
ment protesters for a fifth day in Cairo. Tens of thousands of 
protesters in Tahrir Square have rejected a promise by Egypt’s 
military ruler to speed up a presidential election to the first half 
of next year. They want Field Marshal Hussein Tantawi to step 
down immediately in favor of an interim civilian council. 

(AP Photo/Tara Todras-Whitehill) 
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French court approves Noriega extradition 



Former Panamanian military strongman Manuel Noriega’s law¬ 
yer Olivier Metzner addresses reporters at his arrival at Paris court 
house Wednesday Nov. 23, 2011. A French court ruled Wednes¬ 
day that former dictator Manuel Noriega can be extradited to 
Panama to serve time for past crimes, more than 20 years after 
being ousted and arrested in a U.S. invasion. 

(AP Photo/Remy de la Mauviniere) 


Red Cross: 

3 kidnapped 
in Yemen 

FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — Three Red 
Cross workers including a 
French national have been 
kidnapped while traveling 
in Yemen’s restive south, of¬ 
ficials said Wednesday. 

The three — an International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
delegate and her Yemeni 
driver, and a staff member 
of the Yemeni Red Cres¬ 
cent— were delivering food 
to refugees when they were 
seized Tuesday in the prov¬ 
ince of Lahj north of the port 
city of Aden, said Marcal Iz¬ 
ard, an ICRC spokesman in 
Geneva. “We are in touch 
with the authorities and lo¬ 
cal elders to resolve the issue 
quickly,” Izard told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. French Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Bernard 
Valero told reporters in an 
online briefing Wednesday 
that the ICRC delegate was 
a French citizen. 

Izard declined to confirm 
her nationality or provide 
other details on the identi¬ 
ties of those kidnapped, 
but said the aid group was 
in direct telephone contact 
with its staff. “They say they 
are being treated well,” 
he added. A Yemeni secu¬ 
rity official said Tuesday that 
the country’s military was 
negotiating the aid workers' 
release with the Southern 
Movement, a secessionist 
group that wants indepen¬ 
dence for the south. The 
official spoke on condition 
of anonymity because he 
was not authorized to talk to 
reporters.^ 


JAMEY KEATEN 
PIERRE SOUCHARD 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — A French 
court ruled Wednesday 
that former dictator Man¬ 
uel Noriega can be extra¬ 
dited to Panama to serve 
time for pasf crimes, more 
than 20 years after being 
ousted and arrested in a 
U.S. invasion. 

The elderly former Pana¬ 
manian strongman hasn’t 
seen his homeland in more 
than two decades, years 
he spent behind bars in 
Florida, on drug charges, 
and France, for money 
laundering. His lawyer said 
he could be in Panama as 
soon as Thursday. 

Panama wants Noriega 
returned to serve prison 
terms handed down after 
he was convicted in ab¬ 
sentia for embezzlement, 
corruption and murder. 
There’s a chance that 


because of his age — he’s 
in his 70s — he may get to 
serve out his time under 
house arrest. 


“God Bless you,” Noriega 
told the French appeals 


court that announced 
the extradition approval 
Wednesday. “God bless 
my family, God bless my en¬ 
emies, God bless France.” 

“I want to return to Panama 
and prove my innocence,” 
he said, through an inter¬ 
preter. 

The decision comes after 
months of legal procedures 
focused on a man whose 
complicated past has kept 
judicial officials in three 
countries busy for years. 
France’s prime minister, 
Francois Fillon, now needs 
to sign an administrative 
decree allowing for Norie¬ 
ga to be transferred. 

“If Panama wants to do 
this very quickly, it will send 
a military plane, and as of 
tomorrow night, he could 
be in Panama City," Olivier 
Metzner, a lawyer for Norie¬ 
ga, told reporters in Paris 
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Russia elevates warning about U.S. missile-defense plan 


r 

* 



An intercontinental ballistic Topol-M missile blasts off from an un¬ 
disclosed location in Russia. If Washington continues to ignore 
Russia's demands about a proposed U.S. missile shield in Europe, 
Russia will deploy new missiles aimed at it and put arms control 
on hold. President Dmitry Medvedev said Wednesday. 


DAVID M. HERSZENHORN 
© 2011 New York Times 
MOSCOW - Russia will de¬ 
ploy its own missiles and 
could withdraw from the 
New START nuclear arms 
reduction treaty if the Unit¬ 
ed States moves forward 
with its plans for a missile- 
defense system in Europe, 
President Dmitry A. Medve¬ 
dev warned Wednesday. 

“I have set the task to the 
armed forces to develop 
measures for disabling mis¬ 
sile-defense data and con¬ 
trol systems,” Medvedev 
said. 

He said new Russian strate¬ 
gic ballistic missiles “will be 
equipped with advanced 
missile defense penetration 
systems and new highly ef¬ 
fective warheads" and he 
reiterated Russia’s warning 
that it would deploy tacti¬ 
cal missiles to the western 
enclave of Kaliningrad, 
which borders Poland. 

But it was Medvedev’s 
comments about the New 
START treaty, put into effect 
this year, that suggested 
a darkening tone in what 
has been a drumbeat of 
warnings out of Moscow in 
recent days over the plans 
for a missile-defense system 
based in Europe. 

“In the case of unfavorable 
development of the situ¬ 
ation, Russia reserves the 
right to discontinue further 
steps in the field of disar¬ 
mament and arms con¬ 
trol," Medvedev said in a 
televised address from his 
residence just outside Mos¬ 
cow. 


“Given the intrinsic link be¬ 
tween strategic offensive 
and defensive arms, con¬ 
ditions for our withdrawal 
from the New START treaty 
could also arise.” 

Several times in his address, 
Medvedev reiterated his 
call for further Russian-U.S. 


(AP Photo) 

negotiations, but such talks 
seem unlikely to change 
the strongly held views on 
each side. 

At issue is the Europe-based 
system being developed 
by the United States that it 
says would defend against 
a potential missile attack 


by Iran. The United States 
has reached agreements 
to place 24 interceptor 
missiles in Romania, as well 
as a sophisticated radar 
system in Turkey. Russia 
believes that that system 
could be used against its 
intercontinental ballistic 
missiles and has demand¬ 
ed written assurance that 
this would not be the case. 
The United States has said 
it will not agree to any re¬ 
strictions on its missile-de¬ 
fense efforts. Medvedev 
raised the issue with Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama this 
month at an Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
meeting in Hawaii. After 
those face-to-face talks, 
Medvedev said, “Our po¬ 
sitions remain far apart." 
Since then, he and oth¬ 
er Russian officials have 
made a steady stream of 
statements warning of the 
consequences of a failure 
by the two sides to reach 
some accommodation. 
U.S. officials insist that 
the Europe-based mis¬ 
sile-defense system was 
intended to address a 
threat from Iran - a posi¬ 
tion that was reiterated 
by the White House and 
the Pentagon after Med¬ 
vedev’s televised remarks 
Wednesday. 

“In multiple channels, we 
have explained to Russian 
officials that the missile-de¬ 
fense systems planned for 
deployment in Europe do 
not and cannot threaten 
Russia’s strategic deter¬ 
rent. □ 


Brazil 

suspends 

Chevron’s 

drilling 

BRADLEY BROOKS 
Associated Press 
SAO PAULO (AP) — Chev¬ 
ron was banned from drill¬ 
ing for oil in Brazil until an 
investigation into an off¬ 
shore oil leak at one of the 
U.S.-based oil company’s 
well sites is completed, 
regulators said Wednes¬ 
day. 

The board of Brazil's Na¬ 
tional Petroleum Agency 
met and “ordered the sus¬ 
pension of drilling activi¬ 
ties” until it can identify the 
causes and who is respon¬ 
sible for the leak of more 
than 110,000 gallons of oil 
into the Atlantic ocean off 
the nation's southeastern 
coast. 

“This resolution suspends 
all drilling activity for Chev¬ 
ron Brasil Ltda. in national 
territory,” the statement 
read. 

It was not clear how long 
the suspension would last. 
Chevron said in an 
emailed statement that it 
would “follow all the rules 
and regulations of the 
Government of Brazil and 
its agencies.” 

Oil started leaking at the 
site of a Chevron apprais¬ 
al well on Nov. 7, about 
230 miles (370 kilometers) 
off the northeastern coast 
of Rio de Janeiro state. □ 
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Palestinians hope for US 
reserve over UNESCO funds 


ELAINE GANLEY 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The Pal¬ 
estinian foreign minister 
says he hopes the United 
States can be persuaded 
to reverse its decision to 
cut funds to UNESCO now 
that the U.N. agency has 
voted to give the Palestin¬ 
ians membership. 

Riad Malki on Wednesday 
told The Associated Press 
in an interview that several 
countries are lobbying the 
U.S. over the withdrawal of 
the funds and that talks are 
planned between U.S. offi¬ 
cials and UNESCO Director- 
General Irina Bokova. 
Following the Oct. 31 vote 
that made Palestine a 
member of the Paris-based 
U.N. Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization, 
two U.S. laws kicked in that 
halted the flow of funds to 
the agency, forcing it to 
scale back literacy and de¬ 
velopment programs it car¬ 
ries out in countries such as 
Iraq, Afghanistan and the 
new nation of South Sudan. 


estinians. 

“I hope that the United 
States will review that deci¬ 
sion again, and re-engage 
with their commitment to 
support UNESCO,” Malki 
told the AP, after formally 
signing a so-called instru¬ 
ment of accession to UNES¬ 
CO in London, where the 
organization was created 
after World War II. 

“We should not really mix 
politics with this kind of 
work. I hope that the United 
States and Congress should 
review the matter,” he said. 
The U.N. agency has been 
working to fill its money 
gap, appealing to other 
member states and creat¬ 
ing a “click and donate” 
website for individuals to 
give money. 

However, Malki said the 
main focus of member na¬ 
tions is to press the U.S. into 
a change of stance. 

“We should really try to con¬ 
vince the U.S. to change its 
mind ... in terms of financial 
contribufion. This is really 
very important,” he said. 



Delegates cheer after they approved the membership of Pales¬ 
tine in a vote of 107-14 with 52 abstentions, during the session of 
UNESCO’s 36th General Conference, in Paris. 

(AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File) 


The United States contrib¬ 
utes $80 million annually in 
dues — 22 percent of UNES¬ 
CO's overall budget — and 
its 2011 contribution was 
not yet in when the laws 
took effect, immediately 
throwing UNESCO into crisis. 
U.S. officials previously 
have said UNESCO’s deci¬ 
sion risked undermining fhe 
infernational community's 
work toward a compre¬ 
hensive Middle East peace 
plan, and could be a dis¬ 
traction from fhe aim of re¬ 
starting direct negotiations 
between Israel and the Pal- 


“There are so many coun¬ 
tries who are trying to do 
so.” 

Malki confirmed that the 
Palestinians do not intend 
to immediately apply for 
membership of other U.N. 
agencies — some of which 
they now have an auto¬ 
matic right to join following 
their admission to UNESCO. 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-Moon had raised 
concern over the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority's efforts to join 
U.N. affiliates before win¬ 
ning full membership of fhe 
U.N. itself.□ 


French riot police clash with 
anti-nuke protesters 



Protesters stand by a burning barricade near Lieusant, Norman¬ 
dy, Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2011. Police have used tear gas on 
hundreds of nuclear protesters trying to head off the departure 
of a train carrying recycled uranium to Germany. Some 300 pro¬ 
testers clashed with police in fields in the village of Lieusaint, out¬ 
side Valognes, site of the rail depot from where the train loaded 
with the uranium treated by Areva was expected to depart. 

(AP Photo/David Vincent) 


SOHRAB MONEMI 
VALOGNES, France (AP) — 

Riot police fired tear gas at 
anti-nuclear protesters in a 


Normandy field while activ¬ 
ists damaged a railway and 
delayed the departure of a 
train carrying recycled ura¬ 


nium to Germany. 

The train finally left the de¬ 
pot at Valognes a bit later 
than scheduled Wednes¬ 
day, but is expected to 
meet protests and resis¬ 
tance all along its journey 
from a nuclear waste pro¬ 
cessing site on the English 
Channel to a storage site in 
northern Germany. Protest¬ 
ers point to the disaster at 
Japan’s Fukushima nuclear 
plant after a tsunami ear¬ 
lier this year as an urgent 
reason to abandon atomic 
power. “Stop This Radioac¬ 
tive Train," read banners 
waved by protesters. Some 
300 demonstrators clashed 
with police on Wednesday 
in fields in the village of Lie¬ 
usaint, outside Valognes, 
the site of the rail depot 
from where the train load¬ 
ed with the uranium treat¬ 
ed by French nuclear com¬ 
pany Areva departed.Q 
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Starbucks mutiny exposes New 
York’s reliance on chain’s toilets 


ANNE BARNARD 
© 2011 New York Times 
NEW YORK - For many work¬ 
ers at Starbucks in New York 
City, the worst part of their 
jobs may not be the hordes 
of demanding tourists. Or 
the irritation of making ever- 
more-complex skim Frap- 
puccinos and green tea 
lattes. Or the unflattering 
elf hafs fhaf some barisfas 
have been asked fo wear 
even before Thanksgiving. 

If is having fo serve as jani¬ 


when given a few square 
feef of privacy,” said an¬ 
other. “Why do you want 
to have sex in a bathroom? 
I think the toilet would be 
kind of a mood killer." 

And also, that writer want¬ 
ed to know, “Why are you 
drinking beers in there?” 

But the mutiny did not go 
unnoticed. First came news 
coverage last week that 
portrayed the company 
as inhospitable. (Or, as The 
New York Post put it, “When 


in trouble with the bosses, 
higher-ups from Starbucks 
management visited at 
least two offending shops 
and ordered them to liber¬ 
ate their restrooms. 

The locked lavatories ap¬ 
peared to touch a nerve, 
exposing the public’s de¬ 
pendence on what is es¬ 
sentially a corporate mar¬ 
keting strategy. Starbucks 
has long styled its outlets 
as gathering places where 
people can sit, use its free 



People wait in line to use the restroom at a Starbucks in New York, Nov. 22, 2011. After some 
baristas locked the restrooms at a few locations in New York, the company put a quick end to the 
unavailable toilets. 

(Todd Heisler/The New York Times) 


tors for the city’s de facto 
public toilets. 

Now, it seems, some of 
these baristas have had 
enough. Tired of customers 
- and noncustomers - leav¬ 
ing bathrooms messy or 
worse, they started to lock 
them at some Starbucks. 
Up went signs marked “Em¬ 
ployees Only.” 

The revolt seemed to re¬ 
flect a discontent that lurks 
among the preternaturally 
cheerful barisfa corps. 

“I have personally cleaned 
up almost every humanly 
fluid and plenty that didn’t 
seem human,” one em¬ 
ployee wrote on the Star- 
bucksGossip website, com¬ 
ing to a passionate defense 
of the rebel latte makers. 

“I am continually amazed 
by what people will do 


you gotta go, don’t count 
on going at Starbucks.”) 
Then, in a city with few oth¬ 
er options, people reacted 
as if Starbucks was revoking 
a public entitlement. 

The Gawker blog pro¬ 
nounced New Yorkers 
“shaken and alarmed." 
Between orders for tall, 
grande and venti cups of 
coffee, workers across the 
city fielded questions from 
the outraged, the worried 
and the desperate. Finally, 
Starbucks’ headquarters in 
Seattle posted a plaintive 
defense on Twitter: “hey, 
we're not closing public 
bathrooms at all, that’s not 
true." 

Within days, according to 
current and former em¬ 
ployees who requested 
anonymity to avoid getting 


Internet access and empty 
their coffee-filled bladders 
without being urged to 
move along. 

For years. New Yorkers have 
awaited the proliferation 
of self-cleaning pay toilets 
that City Hall introduced to 
much fanfare in 2005, and 
again in 2008. 

But the public pay toilets 
have been installed in only 
three locations. The city’s 
Transportation Department 
said it was difficult to iden¬ 
tify spots with the required 
infrastructure - with plumb¬ 
ing but without other utilities 
that will be disturbed by the 
installation - and where lo¬ 
cal nearby merchants do 
not object. 

In any case, the city pro¬ 
gram calls for only 20 toilets 
over a 20-year period.□ 



A decorative entrance to Barneys New York to promote Gaga's 
Workshop, in the Manhattan borough of New York, Nov. 21, 

2011. Barneys is looking to push the yuletide envelope with 
the workshop, which features 220 Lady Gaga-themed gifts 
and displays housed in cartoonish sculptures by the artist Eli 
Sudbrack dedicated to an entire floor. 

(Fred R. Conrad/The New York Times) 

Perfect stocking 
stuffer: a chocolate 
Lady Gaga shoe! 

ERIC WILSON 
© 2011 New York Times 

NEW YORK - Among the 220 Lady Gaga-themed holiday 
gifts that went on sale Monday night at Barneys New York 
was a shoe made of chocolafe for $95. There are two 
ways to look at a $95 chocolate shoe, part of what may 
be the retailer’s most outlandish bid at upending yuletide 
decorating traditions since it replaced Santa Claus with 
Sigmund Freud in a 1996 window display. On one hand, 
it is an immaculately detailed replica of the armadillo¬ 
shaped Alexander McQueen design worn by Lady Gaga 
in the video for “Bad Romance,” at a fraction of the 
original cost (reportedly $10,000 for fhe handful fhaf were 
made). On fhe ofher, $95 is a lof fo pay for a chocolate 
shoe, and, much like a luxury store that is turning over an 
entire floor fo knickknacks inspired by a pop star, it may 
take some rationalizing to swallow. 



Cookies on display in Gaga’s Workshop at Barneys New York, in 
the Manhattan borough of New York, Nov. 21, 2011. 

(Fred R. Conrad/The New York Times) 


On Monday evening. Lady Gaga was certainly making 
an effort, with plans to keep the store open all night. She 
arrived at Barneys around 4:30 p.m., wearing a white 
Chanel tweed jacket over an exaggeratedly large 
teacup skirt, and gave very proper interviews in a space 
that had formerly been the fifth floor of fhe men’s sfore. 
The department, called Gaga’s Workshop, has been 
transformed with displays of cookies, books, press-on nails 
and leather jackets, all housed in cartoonish sculptures by 
the artist Eli Sudbrack, some of which look like her head. □ 
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Honoring at Aruba Phoenix Beach Resort 

Recently a group of Loyal visitors of Aru¬ 
ba were honored as distinguished and 
Goodwill Ambassadors . The symbolic 
honorary title is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as a token of 
appreciation to guest who visit Aruba 
for between 10 and 20 years consecu¬ 
tive . All of the honorees are members 
of Divi Phoenix Beach Resort and have 
been enjoying the Island every year. 
The honorees were Mr. Vincent Mosca 
and Mrs. Guiseppina Galluccio resi¬ 
dent of Saint Laurent Canada and Mrs. 
Nahid Ameri resident of Ohio and Mr. 
Michael Chenette and Mrs Lisa Chen- 
ette resident of New York and Mrs. Ar- 
leen Bowman resident of New York. 
Mrs.Darline S. de Cuba representing 
Aruba Tourism Authority conducted 
the ceremony at Divi Phoenix Beach 
Resort. 

The main reason they return to Aruba is 
because they consider Aruba to be the 
Happy Island, the great weather, white 
sand beaches and the local food. □ 

Caribbean braces for drop in tourism spending 



Rambo is on 
the look-out 
for friends and 
family 
members 

We would like to introduce 
Rambo to you, one of the 
donkeys living at the Aru¬ 
ban Donkey Sanctuary. 
Rambo was wandering 
around in the Jamanota vi¬ 
cinity together with Tootsie 
and Kidsy, a very danger¬ 
ous place for donkeys due 
to traffic. 

As soon as a male donkey 
is brought in, he is separat¬ 
ed from the other donkeys 
and castrated. Well, the 
vet and his assistants still 
remember this castration! 
Rambo has shown them all 
four corners of his stable. By 
now things have quieted 
down, but Rambo is still a 
bit shy. 

He is a good friend of Azzy 
and Cloudy: he is their pro¬ 
tector, it seems. His former 
friends Tootsie and Kidsy 
are not in the picture any¬ 
more: Rambo just is not in¬ 
terested in them. He has 
new friends now and has 
moved on. 

This beautiful donkey has 
been provided with a chip, 
just like all the other don¬ 
keys. On the chip is informa¬ 
tion about the donkey and 
its medical history. The don¬ 
keys at the sanctuary have 
a lot of friends with whom 
they can play all day long. 
And they love living there: 
they are well-cared for, 
they are fed and watered 
and when they are sick the 
vet is called. Yes, they are 
expensive customers for 
the sanctuary. 

The volunteers are trying to 
cover the various costs with 
all kinds of activities and 
the sale of great donkey 
memorabilia in the shop. 
Fortunately, there are also 
visitors who wish to adopt 
a donkey, who buy some¬ 
thing at the donkey shop or 
who make a donation. □ 


(AP) — While the Caribbean 
anticipates another surge 
in visitors this winter, officials 
warn that the amount tour¬ 
ists spend while on vaca¬ 
tion likely will decline. That 
expected drop in expendi¬ 
tures is a concern for Carib¬ 
bean tourism officials, who 
said an increase in visitors 
might not offset the loss 
of revenue considered vi¬ 
tal to the many tiny islands 
scattered across the region. 
“The bodies are traveling, 
obviously, but the spending 
is clearly impacted,” said 
Josef Forstmayr, president of 
the Caribbean Hotel & Tour¬ 
ism Organization. “The larg¬ 
er destinations have it a little 
easier. 

They have more resources, 
they get better airlift, they 
have better products." 
The economic crisis forced 
people to postpone their 
vacations for a few years, 
and while demand for 
travel has risen, tourists 
will not be able to afford 
much, said Evridiki Tsoun- 
ta, an economist with the 
International Monetary 


Fund. The IMF has encour¬ 
aged the Caribbean to 
diversify and seek other 
tourism markets, especially 
in Latin America, where 
the economy has been 
rebounding, she said in a 
phone interview. “Given 
that both the U.S. and the 
U.K. are not faring very well, 
and the outlook is not very 
rosy moving forward, it will 
be hard for things to re¬ 
vert quickly," Tsounta said. 
Spending is tight amid the 
ongoing economic crisis, 
and tourists are cutting back 
on transportation, food 
and entertainment, said 
Winfield Griffith, research 
director for the Caribbe¬ 
an Tourism Organization. 
Visitors, especially repeat 
ones, are increasingly 
choosing to board pub¬ 
lic buses instead of hailing 
taxis to visit popular attrac¬ 
tions, and they are buying 
food and liquor at super¬ 
markets instead of eating 
out, he said. 

They also are booking out¬ 
ings through small, local 
operators instead of rely¬ 


ing on hotels or buying 
pricey packages, Griffith 
said. “They know the drill," 
he said. “In Barbados, for 
instance, you can pay $2 
by public transport to go 
anywhere in the country. 
To go around the coun¬ 
try by taxi would prob¬ 
ably run you in the neigh¬ 
borhood of $150. That's 
a massive difference." 
Lasf year, fourisfs across 
fhe Caribbean spenf $22.3 
billion, compared with a 
record $27 billion spent in 
2007, said Sean Smith, statis¬ 
tics specialist with the Carib¬ 
bean Tourism Organization. 
The biggest drop in expen¬ 
ditures in the last decade 
was reported in 2002, with 
$18.9 billion spent, he said. 
Even with falling expendi¬ 
tures, Caribbean countries 
such as the Bahamas, St. 
Lucia and the Dominican 
Republic announced a re¬ 
cord number of visitors last 
year. 

Tourism officials hope to 
surpass the more than 23 
million visitors reported last 
year this winter season. 


Registration for the Carib¬ 
bean Marketplace, the 
region's largest marketing 
event that will be held in the 
Bahamas in late January 
and aims to create vaca¬ 
tion packages, is up by near¬ 
ly 50 percent compared 
with last year, Forstmayr 
said."We expect a strong 
winter,” he said. 

“Overall bookingsfromallthe 
islands are up from last year." 
New routes announced 
by the airline JetBlue from 
Puerto Rico to St. Thomas 
and to St. Maarten also 
could bring additional 
visitors, said Gilda Gumbs- 
Samuel, executive director 
of the Anguilla Hotel and 
Tourism Association. 
Anguilla, a speck of an is¬ 
land in the eastern Carib¬ 
bean, saw a record double¬ 
digit increase in tourists last 
year, the only place in the 
region to see such growth. 
But Anguilla is accessed 
only through St. Maarten. 
“That's a bit of a hin¬ 
drance,” said Gumbs-Sam- 
uel. “Some people like a 
direct airlift.” Q 
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Mrs Susan Greder wins $1,000 at the Aura Casino! 




PALM BEACH - Mrs. Susan Greder discov¬ 
ered her lucky streak at the Aura Ca¬ 
sino at the Occidental Grand while play¬ 
ing on the brand new slot machines! 
Shewonatotalamountof$l .000,-inthenewly 
renovated Aura Casino “where players win". 
Mrs. Greder is enjoying a wonderful vaca¬ 
tion with her husband and family for a week. 
They've been coming to Aruba for 3 years, 
and have time share here on the Island. 


The management and staff of the Aura 
Casino want to wish Mrs. Greder congrat¬ 
ulations on her great win on the slot ma¬ 
chine “Poker Collection. 

"The center of Aruba has definitely 
shifted here at the Aura Casino, which 
happens to be smack-dab in the mid¬ 
dle of all the action on Palm Beach. 
Come and try your luck, maybe you can be 
one of Aura Casino's next lucky winnersO 





Super 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$6 for 4-Card BINGO! • 8 games to play! 

$1,000.00 in CASH PRIZES! 

Additional $500.00 CASH PRIZE in our Early Bird Drawing 
when you purchase your card prior to 12 noon! 
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TOMORROW • 


Don’t miss FREE Shirt Friday! 
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Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS POOR 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 


W here Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily I Oam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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Healthy bodies and healthy minds at Westin 



PALM BEACH -Last Friday, 
the Human Resources de¬ 
partment of the Westin Re¬ 
sort & Casino, Aruba coor¬ 
dinated the resort's annual 
Health Day, keeping true to 
their initiative to maintain 
not only a healthy and safe 


work environment, but also 
to help associates achieve 
a higher quality of 
healthy living at home and 
with their families. The all¬ 
day event was held in the 
resort’s Palm Beach Ball¬ 
room, whereb several is¬ 


land organizations shared 
their expertise. Some of 
the exhibitors included Op¬ 
tica Oduber & Kan, FADA, 
personal trainer and nutri¬ 
tion consultant Rene Wild, 
Wilhelminakanker Fonds 
(the island’s cancer foun¬ 


dation), Herbal Life, Inter¬ 
mezzo Spa, Maggys, and 
Nos Seguro. The grand fi¬ 
nale of the day was a fun 
hour of Zumba—fhe hot 
Latin dance aerobic fitness 
craze. The Westin’s spirit of 
renewal sought after by 


travelers worldwide is also 
translated in Westin’s work 
environment, where as¬ 
sociates can decompress 
in a relaxing environment 
and truly be at their best in 
mind, body, and spirit both 
at home and on the jobO 




























































Thursday, November 24, 2011 


1 $ I LOCAL 



Tour Operators from Italy Visiting Aruba 
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ORANJESTAD - Recently, Aruba 
received the visit of two very 
important tour operators from 
Napoli Italia, representing their own 
company IViaggi Del Delfino. The 
representatives are Mrs. Milena 
Poerio and Ms. Ivana Di Stasio, they 
are being accompanied by Mr. 
Ernest Giel from the Aruba Tourism 
Authority who has coordinated 
several site inspections at our hotels, 
attractions and beaches. Also the 
visits at our malls and downtown 


shopping areas were very much to 
the satisfaction of the Italian ladies. 
These wonderful ladies are getting 
a lot of information necessary from 
the island, so they can provide 
their clients with the best Aruba has 
to offer to its visitors. 

Italy is a growing market for Aruba 
and with visit like this we are sure 
that Aruba will get a great exposure 
and soon we will be seeing more of 
the Italian visitors on our beautiful 
island.Q 


























































Djokovic shocked by David Ferrer at ATP Finals 

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic reacts on the bench after losing a game to David Ferrer during a round robin single tennis match at the 
ATP World Tour Finals at 02 Arena in London, Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2011. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 




AP Sources: 
Talks resume 
toward ending 
NBA lockout 

BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Talks 
aimed at ending the NBA 
lockout have resumed, two 
people with knowledge of 
the situation said Wednes¬ 
day, with a quick settle¬ 
ment necessary to start the 
season by Christmas. 

The discussions began 
quietly Tuesday and are 
expected to continue 
through the Thanksgiving 
holiday, the people told 
The Associated Press on 
the condition of anonym¬ 
ity because the talks were 
supposed to remain confi¬ 
dential. 

The talks between rep¬ 
resentatives of the own¬ 
ers and players are now 
centered on settling their 
lawsuits: The players filed 
an antitrust lawsuit against 
the league in Minnesota 
and the league filed a pre¬ 
emptive suit in New York, 
seeking to prove the lock¬ 
out was legal. 

Because the union dis¬ 
banded, it cannot negoti¬ 
ate a new collective bar¬ 
gaining agreement, but 
the settlement talks could 
lead to that. The CBA can 
only be completed once 
the union has reformed. 
Neither side commented 
on the talks, first reported 
by Yahoo Sports, though 
the league said in a state¬ 
ment it “remains in favor of 
a negotiated resolution” to 
the lockout. 

The news revived the hopes 
of saving the Christmas 
slate, when the league 
schedules some marquee 
matchups to kick off its na¬ 
tional TV package. 

Continued on Page 21 



Harbaugh brothers get together form 


San Francisco 49ers coach Jim Harbaugh, left, watches from 
the sideline in the fourth quarter of an NFL football game against 
the Cleveland Browns in San Francisco, Sunday, Oct. 30, 2011; 
and Head coach John Harbaugh, right, of the Baltimore Ravens 
walks the sidelines during a game against the Seattle Seahawks 
at CenturyLink Field on November 13, 2011 in Seattle, Washing- 
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Female boxers preparing for the London Olympics want to make a statement with their punches 
and not their clothing. Natasha Jonas, a British lightweight who is competing here this week, said 
the idea hadn’t found much support among her teammates. 

Associated Press 

Women boxers fight skirts 
idea ahead of Olympic Games 



In this Sept. 11, 2010 file photo, 
Florida coach Urban Mey¬ 
er points to the field as he 
protests a call by referees dur¬ 
ing an NCAA college football 
game against South Florida, in 
Gainesville, Fla. 

Associated Press 

Ex-Florida coach 
Meyer says no to 
offer at Ohio 
State 

By RUSTY MILLER 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 

Despite numerous reports 
saying he's all but set to 
become Ohio State’s 
next football coach. Urban 
Meyersaid Wednesday 
that is not the case. 

“I have not been offered 
any job nor is there a deal 
in place," the former Flor¬ 
ida coach said in a state¬ 
ment released through 
ESPN, where he is a college 
football analyst. “I plan on 
spending Thanksgiving with 
my family and will not com¬ 
ment on this any further.” 
Several websites, TV sta¬ 
tions and The Columbus 
Dispatch have reported 
that Meyer has reached 
an agreement in principle 
with Ohio State and, bar¬ 
ring any last-minute prob¬ 
lems, will be introduced as 
the Buckeyes' coach next 
week. 

People within the athletic 
department and close to 
the team told The Associ¬ 
ated Press the job has not 
been offered to Meyer and 
nothing has been complet¬ 
ed. They spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
the coaching search is 
supposed to be confiden¬ 
tial. Athletic director Gene 
Smith declined to com¬ 
ment Wednesday. 

Ohio State, under interim 
coach Luke Fickell, plays at 
No. 17 Michigan on Satur¬ 
day. □ 


STEVE DOUGLAS 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Female 
boxers preparing for the 
London Olympics want to 
make a statement with 
their punches and not their 
clothing. 

The International Ama¬ 
teur Boxing Association 
sparked charges of sexism 
this month by announcing 
that officials are discussing 
whether women fighters 
should be urged to wear 
skirts in the ring at the 2012 
Games. 

With a decision not set to 
be made until January, a 
pre-Olympic test event this 
week at the ExCel arena — 
the venue for boxing and 
six other sports next summer 
— involving competitors 
from 21 nations has brought 
the issue to the forefront. 
Certainly among Britain’s 
female contingent, there 
isn’t expected to be a skirt 
in sight over the next four 
days of competition. 

“They are boxers and they 
want to wear boxing kit,” 
Britain’s podium coach 
Dave Alloway said Wednes¬ 
day. 

“Some of the (female) box¬ 
ers would possibly say, ‘I'll 
wear what they tell me to 
wear if they are the rules,’ 
but most would say we 
have earned the right to be 


boxers and we want to go 
as boxers, not female box¬ 
ers.” 

AIBA has suggested that 
wearing skirts would help 
women stand out from 
the men. Women boxers 
from Poland and Romania 
donned skirts at last month's 
European Championships 
in the Netherlands. 

Natasha Jonas, a British 
lightweight who is compet¬ 
ing here this week, said the 
idea hadn’t found much 
support among her team¬ 
mates. “There should be a 
choice — no one should 
be forced to do anything," 
she said. “In other sports like 
football and cricket, you 
aren't forced to wear skirts 
so I don’t see why boxing 
should have to. 

“For me, it doesn’t seem 
practical. I know there are 
girls in AIBA who wear skirts 
all the time. But psychologi¬ 
cally, I don’t feel comfort¬ 
able wearing one.” 
Sebastien Gillot, commu¬ 
nications director for AIBA, 
said Wednesday that under 
no circumstances will wear¬ 
ing skirts be compulsory for 
female boxers next sum¬ 
mer, and that the organiza¬ 
tion is simply sounding out 
opinion from the national 
federations and the wider 
public. 

Women’s boxing will be 


making its medal debut at 
the London Olympics. 
“These girls can be flag- 
bearers,” Alloway said. “If 
they get a gold medal, 
they will be superstars — to 
become the first women 
to win gold at an Olym¬ 
pics can make them history 
makers." 

Female boxers from four 
continents and three 
weight categories will be 
competing in the test event, 
starting Thursday and go¬ 
ing through Sunday. There 
will also be a men’s event, 
across 10 weight divisions. 
Just as in the first batch of 
test events held over the 
summer, organizers will try 
out the timing and scoring 
technology, the weigh- 
in and camera angles, 
among other things. 

Boxing is one of 
eight sports involved in 
the second cluster of test 
events ahead of the Lon¬ 
don Games, seven of them 
being held at ExCel — a 
560-million pound ($870 
million) convention center 
owned by the Abu Dhabi 
National Exhibitions Com¬ 
pany. 

Among the other sports be¬ 
ing tested at the ExCel over 
the next four days is table 
tennis, which is using the 
occasion to hold its Pro Tour 
Grand Finals. □ 



English star 
Lee Westwood 
rejoins PGA 
Tour 



Lee Westwood of England 
greets spectators as finishing 
the last hole during the first 
round of the HSBC Champions 
golf tournament in Shanghai, 
China Thursday, Nov. 3, 2011. 
Westwood finished the first 
round with three under. 

Associated Press 

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, 
Florida (AP) — Lee West- 
wood has decided to 
join the PGA Tour again. 

It will be the first time the 
English star has taken up 
PGA Tour membership 
since the 2008 season. 
The move requires West- 
wood to compete in 15 
tournaments, which in¬ 
cludes the four majors 
and World Golf Champi¬ 
onships. 

Westwood says he will 
return to The Players 
Championship, which 
he skipped this year be¬ 
cause his schedule al¬ 
ready was full. He also 
said he was intrigued 
watching the FedEx Cup 
playoffs on television 
and would like to take 
part in them. 

Westwood started the 
year at No. 1 in the world 
and has since slipped to 
No. 3. He plans to start his 
American schedule next 
year at the Match Play 
Championship in Arizo¬ 
na, which counts toward 
the PGA and European 
tours. □ 



WUNDACIOHCU VISION" 


































SPORTSH 9 


Thursday, November 24, 2011 


I 


I 


I 


I 


I 


I 


Oilers beat Predators, close on Wild 


NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 

— Edmonton’s Jordan Eb- 
erle had two goals and an 
assist and Shawn Horcoff 
scored twice as the Oilers 
beat the Nashville Preda¬ 
tors 6-2 in the NHL on Tues¬ 
day. 

Ales Hemsky and Jeff Petry 
also scored for Edmonton, 
which closed within three 
points of Northwest Division 
leader Minnesota. 

Jordin Tootoo and Jona¬ 
thon Blum scored for the 
Predators, who missed a 
chance to close on Central 
leader Chicago. 

"KINGS 3, BLUES 2 

In St. Louis, Willie Mitchell’s 
first goal of the season 
gave Los Angeles victory 
at St. Louis. 

Mike Richards had a goal 
and an assist and Anze 
Kopitar notched his team¬ 
leading 10th goal of the 


season for the Kings. 

Alex Steen and Vladimir So- 
botka scored for the Blues. 
Mitchell’s winning shot from 
the left point got past St. 
Louis' Scott Nichol, who 
went down to block the 
shot, and beat the goalie 
on the near side with 5:49 
remaining. 

"MAPLE LEAFS 7, 
LIGHTNING 1 

In Tampa, Tyler Bozak 
scored two goals and add¬ 
ed an assist in Toronto's rout 
of Tampa Bay. 

Tim Connolly had a goal 
and two assists, while Clarke 
MacArthur, Joe Colborne, 
Joffrey Lupul and Joey 
Crabbe also scored for the 
Maple Leafs. Lupul has two 
goals and five assists over 
the past four games. 
Vincent Lecavalier scored 
the sole goal for the 
LightningO 



Edmonton Oilers right wing Ales Hemsky (83), of the Czech Republic, scores against Nashville 
Predators goalie Pekka Rinne, of Finland, in the first period of an NHL hockey game Tuesday, 
Nov. 22, 2011, in Nashville, Tenn. 


Associated Press 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen 
of the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweather has a love 
and passion for fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, what our local 
waters have to offer, and 
what the words "fresh sea¬ 
food” really mean. 

What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called “Driftwood I and II, 
is available for charters on 
a daily basis from 8am to 
12 noon and from 1 pm to 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You can call Herby directly 
at (297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com . 

Driftwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious 3-course menu for 
just $24. 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rates: 

$400-1/2 day 


$760- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Klipstraat 12, 
Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, 
but Tuesdays from 5pm till 1 
0:30pm.Q 
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Ferrer stuns tired Djokovic 6-3, 6-1 at ATP Finals 



Spain’s David Ferrer reacts to his win over Novak Djokovic at the 
end of a round robin single tennis match at the ATP World Tour 
Finals at 02 Arena in London, Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2011. 

Associated Press 


Spain tops FIFA rankings England up to No. 5 


CAROLINE CHEESE 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — His body 
already aching after a 
season of almost unceas¬ 
ing success, Novak Djokov¬ 
ic ran into a brick wall in 
David Ferrer. 

The fifth-seeded Spaniard’s 
relentless hitting proved 
too much for Djokovic on 
Wednesday as Ferrer won 
6-3, 6-1 to qualify for the 
semifinals of the ATP World 
Tour Finals. 

“I think today maybe was 
my best match of the sea¬ 
son,” Ferrer said. 

The exact opposite was 
true for Djokovic. 

The winner of three Grand 
Slams and 10 titles overall 
this season looked far from 
the player who dominated 
most of 2011, and lost for 
only the fifth time this year. 
“I just wasn't there," said 
Djokovic, who has won 
70 matches this year. “It 
was the worst match I’ve 
played this season so far 
definitely.” 

From 3-2 in the first set, the 
off-form Serb lost seven 
straight games. He made 
33 unforced errors, exactly 
three times as many as Fer¬ 
rer. 

Djokovic can still advance 
to the semifinals if he beats 
fellow Serb Janko Tip- 
sarevic on Friday, but he 
isn’t hopeful. 


ZURICH (AP) — World 
and European champion 
Spain stayed atop FIFA's 
monthly world rankings on 
Wednesday, despite losing 
a friendly to England which 
climbed two places to No. 

5. 

The Netherlands remained 
second but third-placed 
Germany narrowed the 
gap after winning 3-0 in a 
friendly between the sides. 
South American champi¬ 
on Uruguay closed on the 
top three, beating Chile in 
2014 World Cup qualifying 
and No. 9 Italy in a friendly 
to remain unbeaten in 13 
matches. 

England was helped by its 
friendly wins against Spain 
and No. 18 Sweden to 
climb above sixth-placed 


Brazil, which gained few¬ 
er ranking points beating 
Egypt and Gabon. 

Portugal and Croatia won 
2012 European Champion¬ 
ship playoffs and rose to 
seventh and eighth respec¬ 
tively. 

Ivory Coast led African 
teams at No. 16 and 19th- 
placed Japan was the best 
Asian team. 

Mexico rose two to No. 20 
and headed CONCACAF 
members. 

Oceania's best. New Zea¬ 
land, did not play last 
month and dropped 14 
places to No. 119. It will be¬ 
gin World Cup qualification 
next June. 

The biggest risers were the 
Czech Republic, up 14 
places to No. 33, and Ec¬ 


uador, which climbed 10 to 
No. 42. 

Three teams reached their 
highest position since the 
rankings started in 1993: 
Venezuela (No. 39), Cape 
Verde (No. 57) and Anti¬ 
gua and Barbuda (No. 83). 
Qatar, the 2022 World Cup 
host, dropped three places 
to No. 95 despite being un¬ 
beaten in three matches, 
including two 2014 quali¬ 
fiers. 

The rankings weigh all in¬ 
ternational matches over a 
rolling four-year cycle. 

FIFA took account of 131 
matches in the past month, 
including 72 World Cup 
qualifiers. 


“If I don’t play at least 50 
percent better than I did to¬ 
night, I don’t think I'll have 
any chance,” he said. “You 
always hope that tomorrow 
will bring something better. 
That’s the way I’m thinking 
now.” 

Tipsarevic, who stepped in 
for the injured Andy Murray, 
has no chance of reaching 
the last four after he was 
beaten in three sets by To¬ 
mas Berdych in Wednes¬ 
day's earlier match. 
Berdych saved a match 
point en route to a 2-6, 6-3, 
7-6 (6) win to maintain his 
hopes of progressing from 
Group A. 

Djokovic was dressed all 
in black for the evening 
match save for the flashes 
of gold on his shoes, while 
Ferrer wore a more tradi¬ 
tional white outfit, but it 
was the Spaniard’s tennis 
that dazzled the crowd at 
the 02 Arena. 

Ferrer’s energetic retrieving 
around the baseline ap¬ 
peared to sap the belief 
from Djokovic, 
who spent much of the sec¬ 
ond set shooting pained 
looks at his support camp 
or shrugging his shoulders in 
despair. 

When Djokovic blazed a 
forehand wide and long to 
give Ferrer the match in 1 
hour and 15 minutes, it was 
the Spaniard’s turn to shrug 


ZURICH (AP) — FIFA rank¬ 
ings for November (Octo¬ 
ber position in parenthe¬ 
ses): 

1. Spain (1). 

2. Netherlands (2). 

3. Germany (3). 

4. Uruguay (4). 

5. England (7). 

6. Brazil (5). 

7. Portugal (8). 

8. Croatia (12). 

9. Italy (6). 

10. Argentina (10). 

11. Denmark (10). 

12. Russia (13). 

13. Chile (16). 

14. Greece (8). 

15. France (15). 

16. Ivory Coast (19). 

17. Switzerland (18). 

18. Sweden (14). 

19. Japan (17). 

20. Mexico (22) .□ 


his shoulders, as if in disbe¬ 
lief. 

“It was a surprise, no?" said 
Ferrer, who also beat Mur¬ 
ray in straight sets in his 
opening match and joined 
Roger Federer in qualify¬ 
ing for the semifinals with a 
match to spare. - 

Ferrer's win followed an¬ 
other surprisingly one-sided 
match between Federer 
and Rafael Nadal on Tues¬ 
day evening. 

Federer won 6-3, 6-0 and 
both Djokovic and Nadal 
lost 10 of the last 11 games 
in listless performances. 

Nadal said he thought on 
Monday that he might 
have to withdraw from the 
tournament with a shoulder 
problem. Murray did pull 
out on Tuesday with a groin 
injury. 

With Federer the only one 
of the top 4 players with¬ 
out any health issues, the 
debate about the length 
of the season is set to con¬ 
tinue. 

“It’s a subject that needs to 
be discussed in the future,” 
Djokovic said. “I think the 
people in the ATP are will¬ 
ing to help. 

It’s going to be a long pro¬ 
cess.” ■ 

Berdych had lost his open¬ 
ing match against Djokovic 
despite holding a match 
point, but he turned the 
tables in Wednesday’s af¬ 
ternoon match when Tip¬ 
sarevic put a difficult volley 
just wide when leading 6-5 
in the deciding tiebreaker. 

“I was a bit unlucky on 
Monday. I got luckier 
here,” Berdych said. “So, 
you know, 1-all." 

Tipsarevic double-faulted 
for only the second time to 
give Berdych his first match 
point, and the Serb slipped 
on the baseline to allow 
Berdych to put away a 
forehand winner. 

Tipsarevic said his knee was 
hurting after his fall, but he 
didn’t expect second al¬ 
ternate Nicolas Almagro 
to be called into action 
for Friday's match against 
Djokovic. 

“We’ll see what's going to 
happen when I cool off,” 
Tipsarevic said. “But my 
feeling now is that I will be 
ready for practice tomor¬ 
row afternoon.”□ 


FIFA Rankings List 
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Jack and Jackie Harbaugh proud of coaching sons 


janie McCauley 

AP Sports Writer 
SANTA CLARA, California 
(AP) — Jack Harbaugh has 
watched his sons go at it 
for nearly five decades. 
From pounding football 
games on their bedroom 
floor to timed races up the 
stairs from the basement 
and many, many bumps 
and bruises in between. 
That's why he sees no need 
to be there in person for 
Thursday’s matchup — an 
NFL first — between broth¬ 
ers John and Jim Harbaugh 
when the coaches face off 
from opposite sidelines with 
theirdivision-leading teams. 
Jack and Jackie Harbaugh 
plan to swing by the stadi¬ 
um for a quick visit and pho¬ 
to with their sons, then go to 
John’s house to watch the 
game on TV — in private. 
All they want to do is al¬ 
low the stage to be John 
and Jim’s, Jack said. 
The love of competition 
was bred into the brothers. 
Sons of a football coach, 
living room couches were 
rearranged so they could 



PONSOR 


In this Sept. 11, 2011 file photo, Jackie and Jack Harbaugh, parents of San Francisco 49ers coach 
Jim Harbaugh, and Baltimore Ravens coach John Harbaugh, stand before an NFL football game 
between the 49ers and the Seattle Seahawks, in San Francisco. Jack Harbaugh has watched his 
sons go at it for nearly five decades. That’s why he sees no need to be there in person for Thurs¬ 
day’s, Nov. 24, 2011 history-making matchup between his sons. 

Associated Press 



NBA Players Roger Mason, Jr., right, and Charles Jenkins, left, 
look on as Billy Hunter speak during a news conference Tues¬ 
day, Nov. 22, 2011 in New York. After filing two separate antitrust 
lawsuits against the league in different states, NBA players are 
consolidating their efforts and have turned to the courts in Min¬ 
nesota as their chosen venue. 


NBA lockout 

Continued from Page 17 

The NBA finals rematch 
between Dallas and Mi¬ 
ami was to headline three 
games this season 
Commissioner David Stern 
has said it would take about 
30 days from an agreement 
to the start of the regular 
season, meaning a deal 
may need to be reached 
by the end of this week. 

The league had wanted to 
open a 72-game schedule 
on Dec. 15, pushing the 
start of the playoffs and fi¬ 
nals back a week, if players 
had agreed to the last of¬ 
fer. But players rejected the 
owners' most recent pro¬ 
posal on Nov. 14, announc¬ 
ing instead they were dis¬ 
banding the union to pave 
the way to sue the league. 
David Boies, one of the at¬ 
torneys representing the 
players, has repeatedly 
said he hoped the league 
would be compelled to 
settle rather than risk a po¬ 
tentially lengthy trial that 
could end with players be¬ 
ing awarded about $6 bil¬ 
lion in damages. 

When talks broke down. 


the sides were still divided 
over the division of reve¬ 
nues and certain changes 
sought by owners to curb 
spending by big-market 
teams that players felt 
would limit or restrict their 
options in free agency. 
Owners are insistent on a 
50-50 split of basketball- 
related income. Union of¬ 
ficials indicated they could 
be open to that, even 
though they were guaran¬ 
teed 57 percent in the old 
CBA, but only if the league 
conceded on some of the 


Associated Press 

“system" issues. 

With the union no longer 
representing the players, 
it was unclear who was in¬ 
volved in the new round of 
talks. NBPA executive di¬ 
rector Billy Hunter is official¬ 
ly part of the players’ legal 
team so he’s able to take 
part in the talks, though 
his participation in nego¬ 
tiations could strengthen 
the league’s contention 
that the disclaimer strat¬ 
egy was a “sham" and the 
union hadn’t really gone 
anywhere.Q 


dive over the coffee ta¬ 
ble and use cushions for 
tackling practice. Coat 
hangers were bent to be¬ 
come basketball hoops 
and yarn transformed into 
homemade nets. There 
were hand-written score- 
cards and scoreboards. 
The brothers devised their 
own games and, cre¬ 
atively, became announc¬ 
ers to introduce each 
other before they started. 
“Starting at forward 
for Michigan, standing 
4-feet-5, wearing No. 23, 
Jim Harbaugh!” Jack 
said, recalling one of 
those announcements. 
Come Thursday night 
at sold-out M&T Bank 
Stadium, there’s no 
make believe about it. 
Jim's resurgent 49ers are 9-1 
and could clinch the NFC 
West with a win coupled 
with a loss for the Seahawks. 
John's Ravens are 7-3 and 
leading the AFC North. 
“We know it's going to 
be emotional, we’re just 
not sure what emotions 
we're going to experi¬ 
ence," Jack said. “It's 
such uncharted waters." 
This week. Jack’s long¬ 


time catch phrase of 
“Who's got it better than 
us? Nobody!" seems as fit¬ 
ting as ever for this family. 
The slogan has been 
a huge hit out West, 
where 49ers players have 
made their own T-shirts 
featuring those words. 
“I'm sorry that he got to it 
first," said the 49-year-old 
John Harbaugh. “I should 
have thought of that be¬ 
fore him. We should have 
made some T-shirts, too. 

I think it’s really cool.” 
Aside from the game, 
there’s another special 
moment the family will cel¬ 
ebrate: Jack and Jackie’s 
50th wedding anniversary 
on Friday. Everything has 
come together in one spe¬ 
cial, whirlwind week for 
this sports-crazed family. 
Jack and Jackie Harbaugh 
don't remember a single 
serious fight between their 
sons. Sure, there were ar¬ 
guments, like the com¬ 
mon debate over chores. 
If somebody had a beef 
with the boys, they would 
always team up. Each 
time the family moved as 
their father changed jobs, 
they left friends behind but 
always had each other. 
Jackie Harbaugh taught 
her children to be them¬ 
selves and take account¬ 
ability for their successes 
and failures, to go af¬ 
ter what they wanted. 
She also let them experi¬ 
ence things on their own. 
Her mantra: “Don’t do 
for your kids what they 
can do for themselves.” 
“We are excited for both of 
them to be at this point in 
their careers,” Jackie Har¬ 
baugh said. “I think they’re 
both very excited and ap¬ 
preciative of where they 
are at this point in their life. 

I think when it is all said and 
done that day, it’s going to 
come down to the teams 
on the field, and that’s 
what we're both hoping 
for. For me, once the prac¬ 
tices are done and the 
preparations are done by 
both coaching staffs, it will 
come down to the players 
on the field. Besides that, 
which is apropos for us, 
it’s Thanksgiving. John and 
Jim, (sister) Joani, Jack and 
I, we all have a lot to be 
thankful for in our lives.Q 
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Yoga addict’s new mantra: ‘mix it up’ 


The season to gather 
your health history 



U.S. Surgeon General Regina M. Benjamin, a physician who un¬ 
derstands the health care needs of the nation in a personal and 
powerful way. 


DEBORAH SCHOENEMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

I was an addict of ashtan- 
ga yoga for a decade. It 
made me strong. It made 
me feel superior to peo¬ 
ple who went to the gym. 
What it did not make me 
was skinny. 

Ashtanga yoga is essen¬ 
tially the mother of vinyasa, 
the sweaty kind - a set se¬ 
ries of daily poses you do 
abetted by a teacher “ad¬ 
justing” you by, say, sitting 
on your back. There’s no 
music and little talking. It 
is widely believed to have 
been created for adoles¬ 
cent boys and tends to at¬ 
tract former drug addicts 
and Type A personalities; 
I’m the latter. 

Ashtanga mirrored my pro¬ 
fessional life as I segued 
from journalism to writing 
for Hollywood. “All is com¬ 
ing” and “practice through 
the pain” are among the 
mantras of Sri K. Pattabhi 
Jois, the late ashtanga 
guru, of the aptly named 
Mysore, India. Manhattan’s 
version of Jois is Eddie Stern 
of SoHo, whose studio is a 
modest, brightly painted 
loft above the restaurant 
L'Orange Bleue - an en¬ 
chanted urban oasis with 
lots of fresh flowers even in 
the dead of winter. 

It took me only a few 
months on the yoga studio 
circuit to figure out that all 
my favorite teachers (plus 
Gwyneth Paltrow and Ma¬ 
donna) practiced with 
Eddie, whose name was 
always uttered in hushed, 
reverent tones. I also 
learned that you have to 
practice at least three days 
a week, though six were 
preferable (Saturdays and 
full or new moons were for 
rest), and that his students 
drank their own urine. 

OK, the urine part turned 
out not to be true, though 
during a pilgrimage to My¬ 
sore, I did start consuming 
clarified butter because it 
was supposed to increase 
flexibility. Other than that, 
while in India, I eschewed 
dairy, alcohol, meat 
and sugar. I went to bed 
around 9 p.m. to wake up 
energized for yoga sessions 
af dawn. I remember look¬ 
ing at my bikini-clad self in 
a mirror and thinking, “This 


yoga thing is really working 
out for me." 

When I got back to New 
York, I was more enthusi¬ 
astic than ever to be prac¬ 
ticing at Eddie’s. Now I 
felt like an insider. For the 
first time in years, I wasn’t 
working in an office, and 



Seeing the light and getting 
lighter, a yoga devotee turns 
to a personal trainer to get in 
better shape. 

(Leann E. Johnson/The New 
York Times) 

practicing ashtanga was 
like a part-time job. By the 
time I walked there from 
my apartment in the West 
Village, practiced, had 
breakfast with a friend and 
walked home, half the day 
was gone - but I felt virtu¬ 
ous instead of guilty. Never 
mind that I'd returned to 
wining and dining, with 
renewed vigor. I felt sure 
that as long as I got on my 
mat, surrounded by all the 
lithe, beautiful people at 
Eddie's, I would not bulge 
bigger than a size 8. 
Whenever a friend would 
express doubts about just 
how many calories I was 
burning at yoga, I would 
scoff something like, “It’s 
not really about that.” As 
I walked by gyms with my 
yoga mat strapped to my 
back. I'd feel empathy 
for the human hamsters 
on their machines, watch¬ 
ing TV. I was way more 
evolved. 

Seven years later, I was 
engaged and living in 
L.A. I’d advanced to the 
point where I could do a 
handstand in the middle 
of the room, almost touch 
my head with my feet, fall 
gracefully into a backbend 
and stand up. I also felt a 
little ... soft around the mid¬ 


dle. True, I had cut back 
to practicing three times a 
week because I now had a 
full-time job writing for a TV 
show. But I was also plan¬ 
ning my wedding, and sud¬ 
denly I desperately wanted 
to hire a personal trainer. 
During my first training ses¬ 
sion with Alyma Dorsey, an 
encouraging professional 
beach-volleyball player, at 
a basic gym in the base¬ 
ment of my apartment 
building (no flowers, but 
plastic-foam cups around 
a water cooler), I bragged 
that I was in great shape 
because of yoga. Alyma 
was very polite about it and 
said I should keep practic¬ 
ing if it made me happy. 

I woke up the day after 
our session barely able to 
walk. But soon I started 
getting the hang of lunges 
and weight lifting. On days 
without Alyma, I was even 
walking uphill very fast on 
the treadmill, like the ham¬ 
sters I'd once scorned, 
while watching TV shows 
on my iPad. 

I also had found ouf fhaf 
fwo of my favorife yoga 
feachers were very into 
spinning and that the most 
beautiful lithe woman at 
Eddie's ran almost every 
day. Within two months of 
personal training, 

I lost five pounds and 
dropped down to around 
a size 6. I had more time 
because my yoga practice 
was about 90 minutes, and 
it takes only 45 minutes of 
cardio a few days a week 
to get results. Everything 
felt firmer and better. 

I started lying to my L.A. 
yoga teacher, Loren Russo, 
who'd been a roommate 
in Mysore. I told her I was re¬ 
ally busy with work instead 
of admitting to my intense, 
sweaty sessions with Alyma. 
Confused, Loren observed 
that I looked better than 
ever. 

Then, as my wedding ap¬ 
proached, a friend asked 
if he could bring a date: 
his new girlfriend, Tracy An¬ 
derson, training guru to the 
stars. Including Gywneth 
and Madonna. As a wed¬ 
ding present, Tracy rented 
out a room at the Gold’s 
Gym in Palm Springs and 
led a fitness class the day 
before my weddingO 


LYNDA SHRAGER 

© 2011 Albany Times Union 
As Thanksgiving is upon us, 
I am thankful for your read¬ 
ership and the comments, 
emails, and ideas that 
have come from across the 
country since this column 
began six years ago. 

How fitting to share my 
“’anniversary" with the sev¬ 
enth National Family History 
Day this Thanksgiving. 

Since most families gather 
on this day, the U.S. Sur¬ 
geon General urges you to 
talk about your health his¬ 
tory. 

Knowing what runs in the 
family can highlight pat¬ 
terns and trends that may 
be useful in diagnosing 
medical conditions, deter¬ 
mining appropriate tests 
and creating treatment 
plans that include preven¬ 
tive measures you can take 
to lower your risk of getting 
a particular disease. 
Because the family health 
history is such a powerful 
screening fool the surgeon 
general has created a web 
based tool called "My 
Family Health Portrait”. To 
access, go to www.hhs. 
gov/familyhistory. 

So, while Uncle David is 
carving the bird, gather as 
many generations of blood 
relatives as possible, includ¬ 
ing parents, grandparents, 
sisters, brothers, aunts, un¬ 
cles, nieces, nephews, chil¬ 
dren and grandchildren. It 


is time to play "What killed 
Nana Betty?” 

When compiling informa¬ 
tion be specific. Exactly 
what type of cancer did 
Grandma Joan die from? 
My breast cancer was di¬ 
agnosed when I was 36, 
which makes it much more 
significant for my children 
than if I was post-meno- 
pausal. 

Ask those gathered if they 
remember what medical 
conditions the deceased 
relatives had and the ages 
of death. If someone who 
was otherwise healthy dies 
suddenly from something 
other than an accident or 
trauma, this could be a red 
flag. 

Common diseases and 
conditions linked to hered¬ 
ity include: some cancers, 
heart disease, diabetes, 
high blood pressure, stroke, 
arthritis, thyroid disorders, 
inflammatory bowel dis¬ 
ease, Alzheimer’s, Parkin¬ 
son’s and polycystic kid¬ 
ney disease. Eye diseases, 
including glaucoma and 
cataracts, and hearing 
loss may also have genetic 
components. 

Also consider psychiatric ill¬ 
nesses such as depression 
and schizophrenia. 

In the absence of living 
relatives obtain informa¬ 
tion from death certificates 
generally on file in govern¬ 
mental offices in the munic¬ 
ipality where they diedO 
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Bing hitches holiday hopes to Rudolph the reindeer 


By MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Like Santa Claus on that 
one foggy Christmas 
Eve, Microsoft has sum¬ 
moned Rudolph the Red- 
Nosed Reindeer to guide 
some precious cargo — a 
holiday marketing cam¬ 
paign for its Bing search 
engine. 

The advertisements, de¬ 
buting online and on TV 
this week, starRudolph and 
other characters from the 
animated story about the 
most famous reindeer of 
all. The campaign is part of 
Microsoft's attempt to trip 
up Google Inc., an Internet 
search rival as imposing as 
the Abominable Snowman 
was before Yukon Corne¬ 
lius tamed the monster. 
Google has been counter¬ 
ing with its own emotional 
ads throughout the year. 
Most of Google's ads show 
snippets of its dominant 
search engine and other 
products at work before 
swirling into the logo of the 
company’s Chrome Web 
browser. 

The dueling ads under¬ 
score the lucrative nature 
of search engines. Al¬ 
though visitors pay noth¬ 
ing to use them, search 
engines generate billions 
of dollars a year in revenue 
from ads posted alongside 
the search results. 

The holiday season is a par¬ 
ticularly opportune time 
for search companies be¬ 
cause that’s when people 
do more searches — to 
find gifts online, look for 
party supplies and plan 
nights out on the town. 
That means more people 
to show ads to. Advertisers 
also tend to be willing to 
pay more per ad because 
they know people are in a 
buying mode. 

To capture that audience, 
Microsoft and Google are 


both thinking outside the 
search box to promote 
their brands. 

Although the text ads run¬ 
ning alongside search re¬ 
sults do a fine job of reel¬ 
ing in some customers, 
they still lack the broader, 
more visceral impact of a 
well-done television com¬ 
mercial, said Peter Daboll, 
chief executive of Ace Me- 
trix, a firm that rates the ef¬ 
fectiveness of ads. 

“It's instructive that these 
companies who are all 
about the Internet and do¬ 
ing things in real time are 
actually doing these emo¬ 
tive ads on TV,” Daboll said. 
Search engines are particu¬ 
larly difficult to sell because 


would add an endearing 
chapter to the reindeer's 
story. The rights to Rudolph 
and the rest of the cast are 
owned by the children of 
Robert L. May, who wrote 
the story in 1939 while work¬ 
ing as a copywriter at the 
Montgomery Ward depart¬ 
ment store (May's brother- 
in-law, Johnny Marks, later 
wrote the famous song). 
Microsoft is far more expe¬ 
rienced at marketing than 
Google. 

For one thing, it's 23 years 
older than Google, which 
was founded in 1998. 

More important, Google 
co-founders Larry Page 
and Sergey Brin were so 
contemptuous of tradition- 



This Nov. 15, 2011 photo, shows Aaron Lilly, Microsoft Senior Mar- 
Corn Architect, left, and Sean Carver, Bing Director of Advertis¬ 
ing, pose with Yukon Cornelius, from top left, Hermey, The Abom¬ 
inable Snowman, and Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer, all figures 
from the animated show Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer, at the 
Microsoft office in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 


the sophisticated technol¬ 
ogy required to make them 
work isn't something “you 
can touch or feel in a store, 
so you need to bring some 
emotion to it,” said Sean 
Carver, Bing’s advertising 
director. “The storytelling is 
important.” 

Microsoft Corp. licensed 
the rights to the characters 
from Rudolph’s 47-year- 
old holiday special after 
convincing their owners 
that the Bing commercials 


al marketing campaigns 
that the company never 
bothered to advertise its 
search engine on nation¬ 
al TV until the 2010 Super 
Bowl. Spending millions to 
be a part of TV’s annual 
advertising extravaganza 
was so out of character 
that Eric Schmidt, Google's 
CEO at the time, heralded 
the Super Bowl ad with a 
post on Twitter that con¬ 
cluded “hell has indeed 
frozen over. "□ 



This Nov, 15, 2011 photo, shows Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer, 
left, and Hermey, both figures from the animated show Rudolph 
the Red Nose Reindeer, at the Microsoft office in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 
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Groupon Inc.’s stock fell below its initial public offering price Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2011, for the first 
time as investors reassess the challenges facing the still-unprofitable online deals company in a 
shaky economy. 

(AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast) 


Suzuki starts arbitration 
against Volkswagen 


TOKYO (AP) — Japanese 
automaker Suzuki Motor 
Corp. is starting arbitra¬ 
tion proceedings to get 
Volkswagen to dispose of 
its stake in the Japanese 
automaker. 

Suzuki said Thursday its ac¬ 
tion with the ICC Interna¬ 
tional Court of Arbitration, 
based in Paris, follows its 
decision last month to end 
its alliance with Germa¬ 
ny’s Volkswagen AG. 
Volkswagen has said it will 
hold on to its 19.9 percent 
stake in Suzuki. Suzuki says 
Volkswagen has commit¬ 
ted numerous breaches 
of their 2009 alliance to 



SUZUKI 


develop green cars. 
Volkswagen owns the stake 
under a hybrid and electric 
car partnership inked two 
years ago that has unrav¬ 
eled into a public feud. 
Suzuki holds about 1.5 per¬ 
cent of Volkswagen. □ 


Groupon’s shares fall below IPO price in 3 weeks 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Groupon Inc.’s stock fell 
below its initial public offer¬ 
ing price for the first time 
Wednesday as investors 
reassess the challenges 
facing the still-unprofitable 
online deals company in a 
shaky economy. 

The shares plunged $3.11, 
or more than 15 percent, to 
close at $16.96. That’s well 
below Groupon’s IPO price 
of $20, which was set less 
than three weeks ago. 

The rapid fall from Wall 
Street's graces occurred 
almost entirely this week. 
Groupon has shed one-third 
of its market value since 
Friday’s close to wipe out 
nearly $6 billion in share¬ 
holder wealth. 

Political and economic un¬ 
certainty is making promis¬ 
ing but unproven compa¬ 
nies look less appealing. 
Congress’ inability to reach 
an agreement on how to 
reduce the U.S. deficit has 
raised the specter of auto¬ 
matic cuts and tax increas¬ 
es, which would increase 
the chances of the econ¬ 
omy falling into another re¬ 
cession. That reduces Wall 
Street's appetite for risky in¬ 
vestments such as Groupon, 
which is facing increasing 
competition in the rapidly 
growing niche of online ad¬ 
vertising that it pioneered. 
The decline also has been 
deepened by a skeptical 


class of investors, known as 
short sellers, who bet that 
certain stocks are going to 
slide. They do this by bor¬ 
rowing shares that they im¬ 
mediately sell, hoping they 
can repay the stock by buy¬ 
ing at a cheaper price later. 
Groupon gets local mer¬ 
chants to offer steep dis¬ 
counts to large clusters 
of consumers, a concept 
that turned it into one of 
the world's fastest grow¬ 
ing companies. Founded in 
2008, Groupon is on pace 
to generate more than $1.5 
billion in revenue this year, 
primarily from commis¬ 
sions it gets from deals sold. 
Google Inc., which runs the 
Internet’s largest advertising 
network, had annual reve¬ 
nue of just $86 million at the 
same stage of its existence. 
Unlike Google, though, 
Groupon has been amass¬ 
ing huge losses as it tries to 
expand and ward off threats 
from hordes of copycats. 
The competition includes 
Google and another Inter¬ 
net powerhouse, Amazon, 
com Inc., which is backing 
a startup deals company 
called LivingSocial. 

Through the first nine months 
of this year, Groupon lost 
$308 million, partly be¬ 
cause its payroll swelled to 
more than 10,400 employ¬ 
ees to help persuade local 
merchants to offer deals. 
Groupon’s losses and mas¬ 
sive work force provide an¬ 
other stark contrast to how 


Google went about its busi¬ 
ness as it was starting out. 
After three years, Google 
eked out a $7 million profit 
and had fewer than 300 
employees. 

As it prepared its initial pub¬ 
lic offering of stock, Grou¬ 
pon tried to sugarcoat the 
losses by emphasizing an 
accounting approach that 
securities regulators eventu¬ 
ally required the company 
to abandon. 

Meanwhile, some mer¬ 
chants have become in¬ 
creasingly skeptical that 
partnering with Groupon 
and similar services is really 
a deal for them. Groupon 
takes up to half the price 
of the coupon, so if an Ital¬ 
ian restaurant is offering $50 
worth of food for $25, the 
merchant gets just $12.50. 
Merchants can make the 
money back if the cou¬ 
pon draws a customer who 
keeps returning and brings 
friends, but some business¬ 
es complain that bargain 
hunters rarely come back 
after scoring a cheap meal 
or massage. Other business¬ 
es, though, see Groupon as 
good marketing — a way 
to reach troves of new, so¬ 
cial media-savvy custom¬ 
ers who share good deals 
with friends on Facebook 
and Twitter. Despite the 
red flags hovering over the 
company, Groupon's rapid 
growth tantalized enough 
investors to turn its IPO into a 
success. □ 


Asia stocks slump amid 
poor German debt auction 

PAMELA SAMPSON 
AP Business Writer 

BANGKOK (AP) — Asian stock markets were mostly lower 
Thursday amid mixed economic data out of the U.S. and 
fears that the German economy — Europe’s strongest — 
may be succumbing to the continent's debt crisis. 
Japan’s Nikkei 225, reopening after a one-day public 
holiday, fell 1.5 percent at 8,186.58. Plong Kong's Plang 
Seng index lost 0.7 percent at 17,730.57. Benchmarks in 
New Zealand, Malaysia and Singapore also fell. 

But South Korea’s Kospi gained 0.3 percent at 1,788.51 
and Australia's S&P ASX 200 was 0.3 percent higher to 
4,064.40. 

Global markets were spooked Wednesday by the poor 
results at an auction of German debt, which met with 
only 60 percent demand. Germany’s Financial Agency 
blamed “the extraordinarily nervous market environ¬ 
ment.” 

The weak buying suggests that Europe’s crisis might be 
infecting strong nations that are crucial to keeping the 
euro currency afloat. Germany bears much of the bur¬ 
den of bailing out weaker neighbors such as Greece 
and Portugal. 

Analysts at Credit Agricole CIB said the eurozone debt 
crisis remains “the major concern for the markets” and 
that the German debt auction signals the spread of “the 
contagion to hard core economies” in the region. 
Borrowing costs for Italy and Spain rose from levels that 
already were considered dangerously high. Europe 
lacks the resources to bail out those countries, its third- 
and fourth-biggest economies. 

In the U.S., the government released a mixed batch of 
economic reports. Slightly more people applied for un¬ 
employment benefits last week, a sign that layoffs con¬ 
tinue. 

Consumer spending was sluggish but incomes rose a bit 
more than expected. Orders for long-lasting manufac¬ 
tured products fell for a second month and business in¬ 
vestment dropped off. 

The Dow fell 2.1 percent to close at 11,257.55. The Stan¬ 
dard & Poor’s 500 index fell 2.2 percent to 1,161.79. The 
Nasdaq fell 2.4 percent to 2,460.08. 

U.S. markets will be closed on Thursday for the Thanksgiv¬ 
ing holiday and will have shortened hours on Friday. Q 
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Spreading Europe stress sends stock market lower 



European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso speaks 
during a media conference at Eli headquarters in Brussels, on 
Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2011. The European Commission backed 
the introduction of jointly issued Eurobonds, coupled with stricter 
budgetary discipline, as the best way out of a debt crisis that's 
threatening the 17-country euro zone. Fear that Europe’s debt 
crisis is infecting Germany, the strongest economy in the region, 
sent American stocks reeling Wednesday. 

(AP Photo/Virginia Mayo) 


DANIEL WAGNER 
MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writers 

Fear that Europe’s debt 
crisis is infecting Germany, 
the strongest economy in 
the region, sent American 
stocks reeling Wednesday. 
The Dow Jones industrial av¬ 
erage dropped 236 points, 
leaving it down 4.6 percent 
over the past three days. 
The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index fell for the sixth day in 
a row, its worst losing streak 
since August. 

Traders were spooked by 
the poor results at an auc¬ 
tion of German debt, which 
drew too few bids to sell all 
of the 10-year notes being 
offered. Germany has Eu¬ 
rope’s strongest economy, 
and traders have bought 
its debt as a safe place to 
store value during turbulent 
times. 

The weak buying suggests 
that Europe’s crisis might 
be infecting strong nations 
that are crucial to keeping 
the euro currency afloat. 
Germany bears much of 
the burden of bailing out 
weaker neighbors such as 
Greece and Portugal. 
Borrowing costs for Italy 
and Spain rose from levels 
that already were con¬ 
sidered dangerously high. 
Europe lacks the resources 
to bail out those countries, 
which have its third- and 
fourth-biggest economies. 
The Dow fell 236.17 points, 
or 2.1 percent, to close at 
11,257.55. It has slumped 
this week as Congress 


neared a deadlock on cut¬ 
ting the budget deficit and 
as Europe’s debt woes ap¬ 
peared to worsen. The Dow 
has now given back more 
than half of its big October 
rally. It jumped 9.5 percent 
last month, the biggest 
gain since 2002. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index fell 26.25, or 2.2 per¬ 
cent, to 1,161.79. All 10 in¬ 
dustry groups fell sharply, 
led by energy compa¬ 
nies, materials makers and 
banks. The index is headed 
for its sixth straight decline, 
the longest losing streak 
since August. 

The Nasdaq fell 61.20, or 2.4 
percent, to 2,460.08. 

The dollar rose sharply 
against the euro as inves¬ 
tors moved money into 
assets considered to be 
relatively safe. The euro 
fell near $1.33, from $1.35 
late Tuesday. The yield on 
the 10-year Treasury note 
fell to 1.89 percent from 
1.94 percent late Tuesday, 
signaling higher demand 
for Treasurys. Fears about 
Europe also dragged U.S. 
bank stocks lower. Investors 
were unnerved by the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve’s announce¬ 
ment late Tuesday of a 
fresh round of stress tests 
of the biggest banks, said 
Peter Tchir, who runs the 
hedge fund TF Market Advi¬ 
sors. The Fed said 31 banks 
will be tested to see how 
they would withstand a 
recession that would push 
unemployment above 13 
percent by early 2013. The 


jobless rate now stands at 
about 9 percent. 

The announcement under¬ 
mined weeks of market¬ 
boosting talk by Fed offi¬ 
cials, Tchir said. The stress 
tests, apparently related to 
fears about European ex¬ 
posure, exposed a darker 
view of the market held by 
some central bank officials, 
he said. 

“They went ahead and put 


weakness into the market 
for the first time" in months, 
Tchir said. “No one was that 
afraid, and now all of a sud¬ 
den, they're saying ‘Our 
own Fed is worried.’ That re¬ 
ally spooked people.” 

Bank stocks fell broadly. 
Bank of America Corp. 
lost 4.3 percent to close at 
$5.14; Citigroup Inc. fell 3.9 
percent to $23.51 and Mor¬ 
gan Stanley fell 3.6 percent 


to $13.03. 

Asian markets fell earlier 
after a survey showed that 
manufacturing appears to 
be slowing in China. A day 
earlier, the U.S. government 
had lowered its estimate 
of third-quarter economic 
growth. Trading was light 
ahead of the Thanksgiving 
holiday. U.S. markets will be 
closed on Thursday and will 
have shortened hours on 
Friday. Volume on the New 
York Stock Exchange was 
3.8 billion shares, below the 
average of 4.7 billion over 
the past 100 days. 

In corporate news, Deere 
& Co. rose 3.9 percent to 
$74.72 after the compa¬ 
ny reported net income 
growth of 46 percent. 
Deere credited strong sales 
of farm equipment. 
Groupon Inc. plunged 
15.5 percent to $17.96, fall¬ 
ing below its initial price of 
$20 for the first time. The 
online deals company 
went public less than three 
weeks ago. Companies 
that make raw materials 
were hurt by signs of slower 
growth in China and wor¬ 
ries that Europe might fall 
into recession.^ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Place for a 
watch 
6 Incite 

10 Curved bands 
of sparks 

14 _ over; remain 
fluttering above 

15 Take apart 

16 Type of moss 

17 Thrill 

18 Computer 
screen image 

19 _ oneself; 
work steadily 

20 Snail antenna 
22 Actor Don _ 

24 Review text 

25 Swollen 

26 Defensive plate 
of armor 

29 Passion 

30 Ms. Ullmann 

31 Hair-raising 
33 Bursting at the 

overly full 
37 Above 
39 Less common 

41 Sword fight 

42 Surround and 
assail 

44 Relinquished 

46 FBI crime lab 
evidence, often 

47 Thin coins 
49 Salt contents 
51 Still wild 

54 Acceptable 

55 Sent via USPS 

56 Threatening 

60 _ one’s time; 
wait patiently 

61 Notion 

63 Leg bone 

64 Hardly _; 
seldom 

65 Feels poorly 

66 King’s order 

67 Nap 

68 Home of twigs 

69 Office furniture 

DOWN 

1 Make sharp 

2 _ model; one 
imitated 

3 _ the Terrible 

4 Type of sofa 


5 Old sewing 
machine pedal 

6 Culpability 

7 A single time 

8 Fuss & bother 

9 Mr. Trump 

10 Came into view 

11 Respond to a 
stimulus 

12 Hidden supply 

13 Spirited horse 

21 Apple juice 

23 Cow comments 

25 Dog collies 
or poodles, e.g. 

26 Messy one 

27 Bee colony 

28 Actor and 
singer Burl _ 

29 Buenos 
Argentina 

32 Went quickly 

34 German auto 

35 List of dishes 

36 Grand _; 
bridge coup 

38 Imminent 
danger warning 

40 Ingredient in 
varnish 


43 Magazine 
title 

45 Gave alms 

48 Road divider 

50 Make one’s 
mind up 

51 Brown shade 

52 Innocently 
unaware 


53 Movements of 
the waves 

54 Banquet 

56 Diner on “Alice’ 

57 Wading bird 
with curved bill 

58 Mr. Nolte 

59 Guns 
62 Perish 
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Today in History 

Today is Thursday, November 24, the 328th day of 2011. 
There are 37 days left in the year. 



DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 


Oianjeslfld 


3* H&ViMBER 

Dr, Lenaerts 


Highlights in history on this 
date: 

1859 - British naturalist 

Charles Darwin publishes 
“On the Origin of Species,” 
explaining his theory of evo¬ 
lution. 

1874 - Barbed wire is pat¬ 
ented by American Joseph 
F. Glidden. 

1936 - Germany and Japan 
sign anti-Comintern pact. 
1942 - Germans suffer 

heavy losses in Battle of 
Stalingrad in Soviet Union in 
World Warll. 

1963 - Lee Harvey Oswald, 
accused assassin of U.S. 
President John F. Kennedy, 
is shot to death by Jack 
Ruby in Dallas, Texas. 

1964 - Belgian paratroop¬ 
ers, Congolese army and 
mercenaries recapture 
Stanleyville in the Congo 
from rebels. 

1970 - Japanese writer 
Yukio Mishima, who wants 
to lead Japan back to the 
way of the samurai, leads 
sword attack on army gen¬ 
eral’s office in Tokyo, then 
kills himself in traditional 
hara-kiri fashion. 

1977 - Archaeologist says 
tomb uncovered near Sa¬ 
lonika, Greece, is that of 
Macedon's King Philip II, 
father of Alexander the 
Great. 

1987 - The United States 
and the Soviet Union agree 
to scrap short and medium- 
range missiles in the first 
superpower treaty to elimi¬ 
nate an entire class of nu¬ 
clear weapons. 

1990 - South Africa’s Pan-Af¬ 
ricanist Congress announc¬ 
es it will join with African Na¬ 
tional Congress in opposing 
the white-led government. 

1991 - The U.S. space shuttle 
Atlantis carries out a military 
mission where a missile-de¬ 
tection satellite is deployed 
and astronauts practice 
sighting strategic installa¬ 
tions on the ground. 

1992 - A Chinese airliner 
crashes into a mountain 25 
kilometers (15 miles) from its 
destination in the southern 
city of Guilin, killing all 144 
on board. The crash is the 
fifth in China in four months. 

1993 - Two 11 -year-old Brit¬ 
ish boys are convicted in 
the murder of a Liverpool 


toddler. 

1997 - The Taliban rulers of 
Afghanistan agree to up¬ 
root the poppy crop, the 
source of half the world’s 
heroin supply. 

1998 - America Online con¬ 
firms it will buy Netscape 
Communications in a deal 
worth $10 billion. 



Today is Billy Connolly’s 
birthday 


1999 - After 16 months of 
negotiations, the European 
Union and Mexico reach 
an accord establishing the 
most comprehensive free 
trade deal ever negotiated 
by the European body and 
the first with a Latin Ameri¬ 
can partner. 

2000 - Japan announces 
that Peru’s disgraced ex¬ 
president Alberto Fujimori 
can live permanently in the 
land of his ancestors if he so 
wishes because proof exists 
that his parents were Japa¬ 
nese. It also means he can¬ 
not be extradited. 

2001 - Malaysian police ar¬ 
rest Nur Misuari, the gover¬ 
nor of the Autonomous Re¬ 
gion of Muslim Mindanao 
and leader of the Moro 
National Liberation Front, 
whom the Philippine gov¬ 
ernment blames for an up¬ 
rising that killed more than 


100 people earlier the same 
week. 

2002 - Venezuelan and 
French Marines participat¬ 
ed in Suriname’s Indepen¬ 
dence Day parade, mark¬ 
ing 27 years since the coun¬ 
try won its freedom from the 
Netherlands. 

2003 - The High Court in 
Glasgow, Scotland rules 
that Abdel Basset Ali al-Me- 
grahi, a Libyan intelligence 
agent convicted in 2001 for 
the 1988 bombing of Pan 
Am Flight 103 over Locker¬ 
bie, Scotland, will serve 27 
years in prison before be¬ 
coming eligible for parole. 

2004 - An audiotape said to 
be from Iraq’s most feared 
terrorist, al-Zarqawi, lashes 
out at Sunni Muslim cler¬ 
ics for not speaking out 
against U.S. attacks on Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

2005 - The European Union 
agrees on a major overhaul 
of its sugar subsidy program, 
cutting prices by 36 percent 
in a landmark deal that the 
EU said will strengthen its 
hand in upcoming world 
trade talks. 

2006 - China signs a five- 
year free trade pact with 
Pakistan, promising to con¬ 
tinue joint development of 
nuclear energy, and pledg¬ 
ing to play a constructive 
role in resolving disputes be¬ 
tween Pakistan and neigh¬ 
boring rival India. 

2007 - Australia’s Conser¬ 
vative Prime Minister John 
Howard suffers a humiliat¬ 
ing defeat to the left-lean¬ 
ing opposition Labor Party 
head Kevin Rudd in elec¬ 
tions. 

2008 - Muslim charity, the 
Holy Land Foundation for 
Relief and Development, 
and five of its former lead¬ 
ers are convicted by a fed¬ 
eral jury in Dallas, Texas, of 
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tunneling millions of dollars 
to the Palestinian militant 
group Hamas. 

2009 - President Barack 
Obama tries to calm India’s 
fears about Asian rival Chi¬ 
na, salving bruised feelings 
in the world’s largest de¬ 
mocracy with an elaborate 
state visit for Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh and as¬ 
surances of India's “rightful 
place as a global leader.” 

2010 — Anger and fear 
about Europe's seemingly 
unstoppable debt crisis 
courses through the conti¬ 
nent. Striking workers shut 
down much of Portugal, Ire¬ 
land proposed its deepest 
budget cuts in history and 
seething Italian and British 
students clashed with po¬ 
lice over education cuts. 

Today’s Birthdays: 

Baruch Spinoza, Dutch 
philosopher (1632-1677); 
Abdel-lllah, crown prince 
of Iraq (1913-1958); William 
F. Buckley, U.S. magazine 
publisher and conservative 
thinker (1925-2008); Alfredo 
Kraus, Spanish tenor (1927- 
1999); Arthur Chaskalson, 
first chief justice of South 
African Constitutional Court 
(1931—); Billy Connolly, Scot¬ 
tish actor/comedian (1942- 
-)• 

Thought For Today: 

There is a great deal of dif¬ 
ference in believing some¬ 
thing still, and believing it 
again — W.H. Auden, British 
poet (1907-1973) .□ 
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New find sheds light on ancient site in Jerusalem 


MATTI FRIEDMAN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Newly 
found coins underneath 
Jerusalem’s Western Wall 
could change the ac¬ 
cepted belief about the 
construction of one of the 
world’s most sacred sites 
two millennia ago, Israeli ar¬ 
chaeologists said Wednes¬ 
day. The man usually cred¬ 
ited with building the com¬ 
pound known to Jews as 
the Temple Mount and to 
Muslims as the Noble Sanc¬ 
tuary is Herod, a Jewish ruler 
who died in 4 B.C. Herod’s 
monumental compound 
replaced and expanded a 
much older Jewish temple 
complex on the same site. 
But archaeologists with the 


Israel Antiquities Author¬ 
ity now say diggers have 
found coins underneath the 
massive foundation stones 
of the compound’s West¬ 
ern Wall that were stamped 
by a Roman proconsul 20 
years after Herod’s death. 
That indicates that Herod 
did not build the wall — 
part of which is venerated 
as Judaism’s holiest prayer 
site — and that construc¬ 
tion was not close to being 
complete when he died. 
“The find changes the 
way we see the construc¬ 
tion, and shows it lasted for 
longer than we originally 
thought,” said the dig’s co¬ 
director, Eli Shukron. 

The four bronze coins were 
stamped around 17 A.D. by 


the Roman official Valerius 
Gratus. He preceded Pon¬ 
tius Pilate of the New Testa¬ 
ment story as Rome’s rep¬ 
resentative in Jerusalem, 
according to Ronny Reich 


of Haifa University, one of 
the two archaeologists in 
charge of the dig. 

The coins were found in¬ 
side a ritual bath that pre¬ 
dated construction of the 
renovated Temple Mount 
complex and which was 
filled in to support the new 
walls, Reich said. They 
show that construction of 


the Western Wall had not 
even begun at the time of 
Herod’s death. Instead, it 
was likely completed only 
generations later by one of 
his descendants. The coins 


confirm a contemporary 
account by Josephus Fla¬ 
vius, a Jewish general who 
became a Roman histo¬ 
rian. Writing after a Jew¬ 
ish revolt against Rome 
and the destruction of the 
Temple by legionnaires in 
70 A.D., he recounted that 
work on the Temple Mount 
had been completed only 


by King Agrippa II, Herod’s 
great-grandson, two de¬ 
cades before the entire 
compound was destroyed. 
Scholars have long been 
familiar with Josephus' ac¬ 
count, but the find is none¬ 
theless important because 
it offers the “first clear-cut 
archaeological evidence 
that part of the enclo¬ 
sure wall was not built by 
Herod,” said archaeolo¬ 
gist Aren Maeir of Bar-llan 
University, who was not in¬ 
volved in the dig. Josephus 
also wrote that the end 
of construction left 18,000 
workmen unemployed in 
Jerusalem. Some historians 
have linked this to discon¬ 
tent that eventually erupt¬ 
ed in the Jewish revolt. 

The compound, controlled 
since 1967 by Israel, now 
houses the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
and the golden-capped 
Muslim shrine known as the 
Dome of the Rock. The fact 
that the compound is holy 
both to Jews and Muslims 
makes it one of the world’s 
most sensitive religious sites. 
The dig in which the coins 
were discovered cleared 
a Roman-era drainage 
tunnel that begins at the 
biblical Pool of Siloam, one 
of the city’s original water 
sources, and terminates 
with a climb up a ladder 
out onto a 2,000-year-old 
street inside Jerusalem's 
Old City. The tunnel runs by 
the foundation stones of 
the compound’s western 
wall, where the coins were 
found.Q 
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An ancient coin, one of 17 discovered in an underground part 
of the Western Wall, the holiest site where Jews can pray, is seen 
in a presentation of archeological excavations in Jerusalem’s 
Old City, Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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Celebrities serve up 
turkey to LA’s homeless 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Kim Kardashian, Blair Underwood and 
other celebrities served up a Thanksgiving day meal to the 
homeless in Los Angeles. 

Longtime Los Angeles Mission supporter and screen 
legend Kirk Douglas along with his wife Anne hosted the 
Wednesday event for the seventh year in a row. 

Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa served up turkey 
and posed for pictures with Kardashian and Jennifer Love 
Hewitt. Organizers estimated there were 3,000 pounds 
of turkey, 700 pounds of mashed potatoes, 80 gallons of 
gravy and 600 pies.Q 

Plan ditched to revive 
pair of ABC soaps online 

NEW YORK (AP) — Plans have been scrapped to give a 
pair of doomed ABC soaps new life on the Internet. 
Prospect Park, a media company that licensed “One Life 
to Live" and “All My Children” for online distribution, says 
it’s abandoning the mission to revive them. 

The company said in a statement Wednesday that it was 
unable to secure necessary financial backing and clear 
other hurdles. The two programs had originally been set 
to anchor a new online network. “All My Children" disap¬ 
peared from ABC’s daytime schedule in September, and 
“One Life to Live” will end its run on Jan. 13. Both had been 
on the air for more than four decades. They are the latest 
soaps to be canceled as the longtime TV genre suffers 
dwindling audiences and mounting costsO 

Billboard honoring Nicki 
Mina; as rising star of 2011 

NEW YORK (AP) — Nicki 
Minaj will have another 
moment to savor from 
her super year: Billboard 
is honoring her as its ris¬ 
ing star of 2011. 

She is slated to get the 
honor at Billboard's 
“Women in Music" 
event on Dec. 2 in New 
York City. 

Minaj said Wednesday 
she was “deeply hon¬ 
ored to be recognized 
by Billboard.” 

She said she and her 
fans have come a 
“mighty long way" but 
are not close to where 
“God will take us.” 

The rapper and singer 
has emerged as one 
of music’s most popu¬ 
lar entertainers since 
releasing her debut al¬ 
bum “Pink Friday” late 
last year. Her hits include 
“Super Bass” and “Mo¬ 
ment 4 Life.” 

She'll have one of her 
biggest fans on hand as 
well: Taylor Swift is also 
being honored as the 
woman of the yearO 



Nicki Minaj poses backstage 
with her award for rap/hip-hop 
favorite artist and rap/hip- 
hop favorite album at the 39th 
Annual American Music Awards 
on Sunday, Nov. 20, 2011 in Los 
Angeles. 

Associated Press 
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In this Nov. 8, 2011 file photo, singers David Crosby, left, and Graham Nash perform at the 
Occupy Wall Street encampment at Zuccotti Park in New York. Music is woven into the fabric 
of Occupy Wall Street, much like when civil rights protesters sang “We Shall Overcome” or 
1960s demonstrators heard “Blowin’ in the Wind” or “Give Peace a Chance.” Crosby and Nash’s 
manager sent an email to Occupy Wall Street’s website asking if the musicians could perform. 

Associated Press 


Occupy Wall Street plans 
benefit album for itself 


By DAVID BAUDER 
NEW YORK (AP) — Occupy 
Wall Street has a benefit 
album planned with Jack- 
son Browne, Third Eye Blind, 
Crosby & Nash, Devo, Lu¬ 
cinda Williams and even 
some of those drummers 
who kept an incessant beat 
at Manhattan’s Zuccotti 
Park. 

Participants in the protest 
movement said Wednes¬ 
day that “Occupy This Al¬ 
bum,” which will be avail¬ 
able sometime this winter, 
will also feature DJ Logic, 
Ladytron, Warren Haynes, 
Toots and the Maytals, Mike 
Limbaud, Aeroplane Pag¬ 
eant, Yo La Tengo and oth¬ 
ers. 

Activist filmmaker Michael 
Moore is also planning to 
sing. 

Jason Samel, a musician 
who is putting together the 
disc, said the goal is to raise 
between $1 million and 
$2 million to help fuel the 
movement that is protest¬ 
ing income disparity. 

“It's really going to be an 
amazing help for years to 
come," Samel said. 

Money raised will go 
through the nonprofit Al¬ 
liance for Global Justice. 


The initial plan is that half of 
the proceeds will go to the 
New York movement that 
was based in Zuccotti Park 
until being kicked out last 
week, and the other half to 
offshoots across the world 
who apply for specific proj¬ 
ects, he said. 

There's a long history 
of benefit albums, from 
George Harrison's “Con¬ 
cert for Bangla Desh” that 
raised millions for flood vic¬ 
tims through Unicef in 1971, 
and the “We Are the World” 
single in the 1980s, which 
raised more than $60 million 
for famine relief in Africa. 
Amnesty International also 
announced Wednesday 
that it will put on sale in Jan¬ 
uary a 75-song set of Bob 
Dylan covers by various art¬ 
ists to benefit the human 
rights organization. 

The Occupy Wall Street al¬ 
bum will be available in dig¬ 
ital form first, with plans for a 
physical CD still unclear. 

The music will generally be 
a mixture of live cuts and 
new songs. 

Third Eye Blind, for exam¬ 
ple, has already posted its 
song, called “If There Ever 
Was a Time,” which specifi¬ 
cally addresses the protest 


movement. 

Haynes has offered a live 
version of “Rivers Gonna 
Rise,” a song from his last 
disc. 

Some little-known artists 
who have participated in 
the protest will also be in¬ 
cluded, such as Kaneska 
Carter and Matt Pless, who 
wrote “Something’s Got to 
Give." 

“The lyrics convey a univer¬ 
sal feeling of compassion 
and a hope for a better 
existence that I believe are 
the common threads that 
wind through everyone,” 
Pless said. 

“The positive spirit behind 
this song is a reflection of 
what birthed the move¬ 
ment and still exists at its 
core." 

One song will feature the 
loosely-formed group of 
people that would beat on 
drums at the entrance to 
Zuccotti Park, much to the 
consternation of neighbors 
and even some demon¬ 
strators as they tried to get 
some sleep. 

Musicians like Tom Morello, 
David Crosby and Gra¬ 
ham Nash had impromptu 
concerts for some of the 
demonstrators. □ 
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‘Idol’ producer: No major 
changes for new season 


CHARLES J. GANS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — “Ameri¬ 
can Idol” executive pro¬ 
ducer Nigel Lythgoe says 
don't expect any major 
changes when the hit Fox 
TV show returns in January 
after undergoing an exten¬ 
sive makeover last season. 
Lythgoe, who helped trans¬ 
form Britain’s “Pop Idol” 
into the American TV jug¬ 
gernaut in 2002, returned 
as executive producer last 
season to usher in the post- 
Simon Cowell era. That 
ended a two-year hiatus 
that allowed him to focus 
on “So You Think You Can 
Dance,” which he produc¬ 
es and helps judge. 

For the 10th “American 
Idol” season, Lythgoe in¬ 
troduced new judges, Jen¬ 
nifer Lopez and Steven Ty¬ 
ler, to join holdover Randy 
Jackson. Veteran music 
producer Jimmy lovine, 
chairman of Interscope- 
Geffen-A&M, was brought 
in as an in-house mentor 
for the contestants. All of 
them are back for Season 
11, Lythgoe said. 

“I think we made a lot of 
tweaks last year," Lythgoe 
said. “I'm not sure that we 



In this Nov. 21, 2011 file photo, 
producer Nigel Lythgoe poses 
with the Founders Award at 
the 39th International Emmy 
Awards in New York. 

Associated Press 

want to make too many 
more tweaks this year.” 
Lythgoe said the most 
significant change intro¬ 
duced last year had noth¬ 
ing to do with the judges: 
It was a decision to avoid 
those fish-out-of-water mo¬ 
ments that forced very 
talented singers to sing in 
styles that didn’t suit them. 
“The biggest change we 
made last year was to say, 
‘OK, if you're a country 
singer you can sing any of 
these genres in your coun¬ 
try style,’” Lythgoe said. 
“’We’re not going to force 


you to do rock or anything 
you can't do. You can 
take a Michael Jackson 
song and turn it country.’” 
That resulted in singers 
such as Casey Abrams 
and Haley Reinhart ad¬ 
vancing much deeper into 
the competition than they 
might have in previous 
years. The two teenage 
finalists, Scotty McCreery 
and Lauren Alaina, were 
country singers. 

McCreery, the first pure 
country “Idol” winner 
since Carrie Underwood 
in 2005, saw his October 
release, “Clear As Day,” 
make him the first country 
act to debut at No. 1 with 
its first studio album on the 
Billboard 200 chart. And at 
18, he became the young¬ 
est man to open at the top 
of the chart with his debut 
release. “We got this great 
jazz singer in Casey, we 
got a soft jazz singer in Hal¬ 
ey, and the two country 
kids (in the finals) probably 
in previous years wouldn’t 
have been as successful 
because they would have 
been asked to sing in the 
different styles that we 
used to do then,” he said 
last week. □ 


Clooney on witness list 
for Berlusconi trial 


MILAN (AP) — George 


Clooney and his ex-girl- 
friend Elisabetta Cana- 
lis are among more than 
200 witnesses accepted 
Wednesday by a Milan 
court in the trial of former 
Premier Silvio Berlusconi for 
allegedly paying for sex 
with an underage prosti¬ 
tute. 

Clooney has said he was 
approached by Berlusco¬ 
ni’s team to testify about 
“bunga bunga” parties at 
Berlusconi's villas, but says 
he only visited the pre¬ 
mier's residence once to 
seek aid for Darfur and de¬ 
clined an invitation to stay. 
Berlusconi’s defense law¬ 
yer Niccolo Ghedini told 
reporters that Clooney and 
soccer star Cristiano Ron¬ 
aldo are on the defense 
list because an important 
prosecution witness cited 
them, the news agency 
LaPresse reported. Ghedini 
said they want to dispute 
the witness's testimony. 
Clooney said in an inter¬ 
view with Time magazine 
posted online that he was 
willing to testify, but add¬ 
ed: “I wasn’t at the bunga 
bunga party.” 

“I went to speak about Dar¬ 
fur. ... It was a very interest- 


Bachmann: Fallon song 
choice shows sexism, bias 


By BRIAN BAKST | 

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — GOP 

presidential candidate Mi¬ 
chele Bachmann lashed 
out Wednesday at NBC for 
not apologizing or taking 
immediate disciplinary ac¬ 
tion for an off-color song 
played during her appear¬ 
ance on Jimmy Fallon’s 
“Late Night." 

In her first comments on the 
flap, Bachmann said on 
the Fox News Channel that 
the Fallon show band dis¬ 
played sexism and bias 
by playing a snippet of a 
1985 Fishbone song as she 
walked onstage for Tues¬ 
day’s show. The title of the 
song is “Lyin' Ass B—." 

“This is clearly a form of bias 
on the part of the Holly¬ 
wood entertainment elite,” 
Bachmann said. She add¬ 
ed, “This wouldn't be tol¬ 


erated if this was Michelle 
Obama. It shouldn’t be tol¬ 
erated if it’s a conservative 
woman either.” 

She went further on a na¬ 
tional radio conservative 
radio show hosted by Mi¬ 
chael Medved, calling the 
incident “inappropriate, 
outrageous and disrespect¬ 
ful." 

Fallon has tweeted an apol¬ 
ogy to Bachmann, saying 
he was “so sorry about the 
intro mess.” 

Bachmann told Minnesota 
Public Radio News that Fal¬ 
lon called her on Wednes¬ 
day to further apologize. 
She said the comedian told 
her he was unaware that 
his show’s band planned to 
play the song. 

On Fox, Bachmann ex¬ 
pressed surprise that she’s 
heard nothing from the 



In this image released by NBC, Republican presidential 
candidate Michele Bachmann, of Minnesota, left, points to a 
photo of host Jimmy Fallon, dressed as Bachmann, during a visit 
to “Late Night with Jimmy Fallon,” that aired early Tuesday, Nov. 
22, 2011 in New York. 


TV network. She suggest¬ 
ed that discipline for the 
show's Roots band was 
in order. She said she be¬ 
lieved Fallon’s comments 
to be sincere. 

One of Bachmann's con¬ 
gressional colleagues. New 
York Democrat Nita Lowey, 
had called on NBC to apol¬ 
ogize for its “insulting and 


inappropriate" treatment 
of its guest. An NBC spokes¬ 
woman didn’t immediately 
return a phone message 
from The Associated Press. 
The Roots’ bandleader, 
Ahmir “Questlove” Thomp¬ 
son, has said the song 
was a “tongue-in-cheek 
and spur-of-the-moment 
decision. "□ 



In this Oct. 24, 2011 file photo, 
actor George Clooney arrives 
at the 15th Annual Hollywood 
Film Awards Gala in Beverly 
Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 

ing conversation to say the 
least, that became a very 
different kind of event than 
anyone ever thought.” 

At the end of the meeting, 
Clooney said he was invit¬ 
ed to stay for a party. The 
actor said he responded: 
“No, I gotta go." 

The witness list also includes 
Karima el-Mahroug, the 
Moroccan teen who is al¬ 
leged to have had sex with 
Berlusconi in exchange for 
money. 

Both she and Berlusconi, 75, 
have denied a sexual rela¬ 
tionship. 

Also slated to testify are 
three former aides being 
tried separately for their 
alleged role in organizing 
sex-fueled parties, as well 
as Mariano Apicella, who 
has put out four CDs with 
Berlusconi and often enter¬ 
tains at his residences, and 
two members of Berlusco¬ 
ni’s defunct government, 
ex-Foreign Minister Franco 
Frattini and ex-Education 
Minister Mariastella Gelmini. 
By accepting the wit¬ 
nesses, the court agrees 
their testimony is relevant, 
although either side may 
decide later to reduce the 
number of witnesses or not 
to call someone because 
their testimony is no longer 
needed. 

Furthermore, Italy has lim¬ 
ited power to compel wit¬ 
nesses living abroad to ap¬ 
pear, although courts often 
arrange video testimony 
for the convenience of po¬ 
tential witnesses. □ 
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Go big, Mr. President 



The technocratic nightmare 


THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

President Barack Obama has 
a clear choice on how to ap¬ 
proach the 2012 election: He 
can spend all his energy de¬ 
fining his Republican rival in 
as ugly a way as possible or 
he can spend all his energy 
defining the future in as cred¬ 
ible a way as possible. If he 
spends his energy defining the 
Republican nominee, there 
is a chance the president will 
win with 50.00001 percent of 
the vote and no mandate to 
do what needs doing. If he 
spends his time defining the 
future in a credible way and 
offering a hard, tough, realistic 
pathway to get there, he will 
not only win, but he will have a 
mandate to take the country 
where we need to go. 

I voted for Barack Obama, 
and I don’t want my money 
back. He’s never gotten the 
credit he deserves for bring¬ 
ing the economy he inherited 
back from the brink of a de¬ 
pression. He’s fought the war 
on terrorism in a smart and 
effective way. He’s making 
health care possible for mil¬ 
lions of Americans with pre¬ 
existing conditions, and he 
saved the auto industry. This 
is big stuff. But, as important 
as all of these achievements 
are, they pale in comparison 
to the defining challenge of 
Obama’s presidency: Can 
he put the country on a sus¬ 
tainable economic recovery 
path at a time when, if we 
fail, it could be the end of the 
American dream? I believe 
the best way for Obama to do 
that is by declaring today that 
he made a mistake in spurn¬ 
ing his own deficit reduction 
commission, chaired by Ers- 
kine Bowles and Alan Simpson, 
and is now adopting Simpson- 
Bowles - which already has 
Republican and Democratic 
support - as his long-term fis¬ 
cal plan to be phased in after 
a near-term stimulus. If he did 
that, he would win politically 
and create a national con¬ 
sensus that would trump his 
opponents, right and left. “I 
think what happened with 
Simpson-Bowles was an ab¬ 
solute tragedy,” Warren Buf¬ 
fett said on CNBC last week. 
‘‘They work like a devil for 10 
months. ... They compromise. 


They bring in people as far 
apart as (Democratic Sen. 
Dick) Durbin and (Republican 
Sen. Tom) Coburn to get them 
to sign on and then they’re 
totally ignored. I think that’s a 
travesty.” 

The president will never get 
the near-term stimulus through 
that he wants and that the 
economy needs without com¬ 
bining it with a credible bipar¬ 
tisan, multiyear deficit-reduc¬ 
tion plan like Simpson-Bowles. 
Moreover, “a free-standing 
stimulus that is not combined 
with a credible multiyear plan 
that truly stabilizes our fiscal 
imbalances would not solve 
our problems,” argues Maya 
MacGuineas, the president 
of the bipartisan Commit¬ 
tee for a Responsible Federal 
Budget, ‘‘because if nobody 
knows what is waiting around 
the corner, after the stimulus 
runs out,” many people will 
just take that money and stuff 
it in a mattress “rather than in 
investments or spending.” 
Obama aides argue that so 
many GOP lawmakers are 
committed to making his 
presidency fail, or have signed 
pledges to an anti-tax cult, 
that they would never buy into 
any grand bargain. I think that 
is true for a lot of Republicans 
in Congress. But I have some 
questions: Why are the Repub¬ 
licans getting away with this? 
Why are so many indepen¬ 
dents and even Democrats 
who voted for Obama sitting 
on their hands? Obama owns 
the bully pulpit of the presi¬ 
dency and he’s losing to Gro¬ 
ver Norquist? Also, assuming it 
is all true about the GOP, how 
can Obama trump them? I 
think he can, if he leads in a 
new way. 

I think America’s broad cen¬ 
ter understands very clearly 
that the country is in trouble 
and that the Republican Party 
has gone nuts. But when they 
look at Obama on the deficit, 
they feel something is missing. 
People know leadership when 
they see it - when they see 
someone taking a political risk, 
not just talking about doing so, 
not just saying, “I’ll jump if the 
other guy jumps.” In times of 
crisis, leaders jump first, lay out 
what truly needs to be done 
to fix the problem, not just to 
win re-election, and by doing 
so earn the right to demand 
that others do the same. 

What would it look like if the 
president was offering such 
leadership? First, he’d be pro¬ 
posing a deficit-cutting plan 
that matches the scale of our 
problem - one with substantial 
tax reform and revenue in¬ 
creases, a gasoline tax, deep 
defense cuts and cutbacks 
to both Social Security and 
Medicare.Q 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2011 New York Times 

During the first half of the 1990s, 
I lived in Brussels and wrote 
about the European Union, 
among other subjects, for The 
Wall Street Journal. This was 
the heyday of European inte¬ 
gration. Helmut Kohl, Francois 
Mitterrand and Jacques Delors 
were in power, negotiating the 
Maastricht Treaty and organiz¬ 
ing the common currency. 
There was a lot of excitement 
among the civil servants who 
saw themselves as the archi¬ 
tects of a new Europe. But 
there were some oddities. 

The European leaders would 
come together for a summit 
and issue a joint communi¬ 
que. But then if you sampled 
the coverage in each country, 
you felt as though you were 
reading about 12 entirely dif¬ 
ferent events. 

Europe was unifying legalisti- 
cally and economically, but 
there was no common lan¬ 
guage or common conversa¬ 
tion. At one meeting, leaders 
embraced “federalism,” but 
that word meant one thing 
in Britain and another thing in 
Germany. 

Then there was the elitism. Off 
the record, Europe’s techno¬ 
crats would say the most bla¬ 


tantly condescending things: 
History had taught them that 
Europe’s peoples were not to 
be trusted and government 
should be run from the top by 
people like themselves. 

As a consequence, European 
integration was opaque and 
consisted of a long series of 
complicated fudges. When 
the EU leaders were com¬ 
pelled to seek popular ap¬ 
proval to get the Maastricht 
Treaty ratified, they sponsored 
a forlorn rally in a Brussels 
park. There were EU flags and 
booths and speakers. But the 
crowd was bored and sparse. 
At one point, everyone was 
asked to sing the new Euro¬ 
pean national anthem to the 
tune of “Ode to Joy.” Dead 
silence. No one knew the new 
words that had been written 
to go with that masterpiece. 
The EU is an attempt to build 
an economic and legal su¬ 
perstructure without a linguis¬ 
tic, cultural, historic and civic 
base. It was the final of the 
post-World War II efforts - the 
United Nations was among 
the first - to build governments 
that were transnational, pas¬ 
sionless and safe. 

Over the 17 years since I left 
Brussels, I’ve been impressed 
and surprised that they could 
keep the EU together. The 
desire for a unified Europe is 
strong, at least among the 
leadership class and those 
over 60. 

But now the inherent flaws 
are undermining the project. 
The nations of Europe have 
been running different kinds 
of economies and different 
kinds of democracies, reflect¬ 
ing their diverse histories, val¬ 
ues and cultures. If you jam 
diverse economic cultures 
into a single currency, you’re 


bound to get an explosion. 

At this moment of crisis, it is 
obvious how little moral soli¬ 
darity undergirds the Europe¬ 
an pseudostate. Americans 
in Oregon are barely aware 
when their tax dollars go to 
Americans in Arizona. We are 
one people with one shared 
destiny. West Germans were 
willing to pay enormous sub¬ 
sidies to build the former East 
Germany. They, too, are one 
people. But that shared iden¬ 
tity doesn’t exist between 
Germans and Greeks, or 
even between French and 
Germans. It was easy to be 
European when it didn’t cost 
anything. When sacrifices are 
necessary, the European iden¬ 
tity dissolves away. The mess 
threatens to bring down the 
European project and Euro¬ 
pean economies. It threatens 
to send the world into another 
global recession. (At this point. 
Chancellor Angela Merkel has 
more influence over President 
Barack Obama’s re-election 
chances than Obama him¬ 
self does.) On a superficial 
level, the fault lies with the 
current European leadership, 
their addiction to inadequate 
patches and fudges. But the 
real problems emerge from 
the technocratic mindset, 
from the arrogant gray men 
who believe they can engi¬ 
neer society, oblivious to his¬ 
tory, language, culture, values 
and place. And the final curse 
is that while building Europe in 
this way was a mistake, Euro¬ 
peans cannot now simply re¬ 
verse course. If the euro were 
immediately dissolved, the 
Deutschmark would surge, 
nearly every other currency 
would plummet, and the im¬ 
balances would create a 
global catastrophe.Q 
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Ozark: A town that runs on turkey 
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Turkeys walk around inside a housing structure at the farm of Charlie Weisenfels, in Scranton, Ark., 
Nov. 12, 2011. Workers at the Butterball plant in Arkansas and at another factory nearby help pro¬ 
duce about a third of the 43 million turkeys the nation will eat on Thanksgiving day, according to 
the National Turkey Federation. 


KIM SEVERSON 
© 2011 New York Times 

OZARK, Ark. - Brenda Farm¬ 
er and Willie Blanscet have 
sat across from each other 
on the Butterball bagging 
line for 17 years, 102 cold, 
raw turkeys sliding by in 
front of them every minute. 
“Me and Willie look at each 
other and say how in the 
world can anybody eat this 
much turkey?” Farmer said. 
For $11.40 an hour, the 
women, both in their 60s, 
cull the good from the bad. 
The ones that aren't bruised 
or missing a leg move down 
the line to be injected with 
brine, stuffed with a neck 
and a packet of giblets, 
then bagged and sent out 
into the world, where they 
land on holiday tables all 
over America. 

The odds are good it might 
be yours. The workers at 
the plant, along with those 
at another Butterball plant 
a 90-minute drive away. 


help produce about a third 
of the 43 million turkeys the 
nation will eat today, ac¬ 
cording to the National Tur¬ 
key Federation. 

This corner of northwest 
Arkansas is not the land 
of free-running heritage 
birds that command $16 a 
pound. A leisurely morning 
browsing the farmers' mar¬ 


ket is not how most people 
spend a Saturday. 

In this community of 3,000 
on the Arkansas River, 
where everyone is cheer¬ 
ing on the Hillbillies, the 
high school football team 
that made it to the state 
playoffs, turkey is an indus¬ 
try. And a job at the Butter¬ 
ball plant is one of the most 
reliable in town. 

The median income in 
Franklin County is just over 
$30,000 a year. 
Unemployment is at 7.3 
percent. Every week, a 
dozen or so people show 
up at the plant looking for 
work. 

Maybe two are hired, plant 
managers said. 

It is not easy work. Turkeys 
need to be stunned and 
dispatched and gutted. 
Someone has to cut the oil 
gland out of the tail. Necks 
and gizzards and livers 
have to be cleaned and 
stuffed into a cavity. Dur¬ 


ing a six-week period that 
begins in October, the line 
runs seven days a week to 
process fresh turkey. It’s a 
period people in town sim¬ 
ply refer to as “fresh,” and 
it’s grueling. 

“It's a long battle when 
we're working fresh, but I 
at least got some bills paid 
and Christmas money,” 


Farmer said. “I just sit there 
and hum and sing and talk 
to my friend Willie. We get 


(Beth Hall/The New York Times) 

through it together.” 

The millionth bird of the 
season rolled off the line in 
early November. The com¬ 
pany managers made a 
little ceremony of it, tak¬ 
ing photos of the workers 
along the line who helped 
process it. They gave the 
bird to a local World War 
II veteran, who got his pic¬ 


ture in The Spectator, the 
local paper. 

Other than a Baptist church 
sign that reads, “God will 
welcome even the biggest 
turkey," a turkey giveaway 
organized by local mer¬ 
chants and some white 
feathers floating near the 
plant, there isn’t much in¬ 
dication that this town 
runs on turkey. There is no 
bronze turkey statue in the 
small town square, no Little 
Miss Turkey parade on the 
main street. Still, most peo¬ 
ple know someone who 
has worked at the plant, 
or they work there them¬ 
selves. 

People who are new to 
town often end up here. 
Some stay for 40 years or 
more, and some leave as 
fast as they can. 

Marty Taylor, 41, the local 
barber, spent a summer 
bagging turkeys. He was 
grateful he wasn't on the 
“vis line” - where turkeys 
get cleaned of their vis¬ 
cera. Still, it was enough to 
send him to barber school. 
“It's a job you get if you 
can’t get a job anywhere 
else,” he said. 

The concerns that come 
with large-scale food pro¬ 
duction - among them 
pathogen contamination, 
worker safety, antibiotic 
use and animal welfare 
- aren't often part of the 


(Beth Hall/The New York Times) 

conversation in Ozark. 
People would rather talk 
about hunting, which is so 
popular that photos of chil¬ 
dren in camouflage hold¬ 
ing their first deer take up 
an entire page in The Spec¬ 
tator. 

That is not to say the But¬ 
terball corporation, which 
took over the plant from 
Cargill in 2006, doesn’t 
have to confront them. The 
recall of 36 million pounds 
of ground turkey this year 
from a nearby Cargill plant 
was a good reminder that 
one slip in sanitation stan¬ 
dards can have monu¬ 
mental effects. 

And every Thanksgiving, 
the company is pelted with 
calls and email messages 
regarding animal welfare. 
The company still bears 
the scars from a 2006 un¬ 
dercover operation by the 
People for the Ethical Treat¬ 
ment of Animals, which se¬ 
cretly recorded workers 
stomping and throwing 
turkeys so violently that it 
prompted an investigation 
by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

There is also a class-action 
suit pending by workers 
who want to get paid for 
the time it takes them to 
suit up for work and sterilize 
equipment. The violence 
was an anomaly, Butterball 
officials say.Q 



Plant manager Heath Hula demonstrates new packaging on fresh turkeys at the Butterball plant 
in Ozark, Ark., Nov. 11, 2011. Workers at the Butterball plant in Arkansas and at another factory 
nearby help produce about a third of the 43 million turkeys the nation will eat on Thanksgiving day, 
according to the National Turkey Federation. 
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